MUHUCTEPCTBO OBPA3OBAHMS 1 HAYKU POCCUMICKOM ®EJEPALIMN

Hwxeropoackuit rocynapctBenHblil yausepcuteT um. H.U. Jlob6aueBckoro

COIMOJIOIrusa 1 CoOonnoJIoru

Sociology and Sociologists

[IpakTuKym

TexkcThl U 321aHUS 10 AHIVIMICKOMY S3BIKY
JJISl CTYA€HTOB, 00y4al0UIUXCS 10 HANPABJIEHUIO MOATOTOBKHU
39.03.01 «CoumnoJiorusn»

PexomMeH10BaHO METOAMYECKOW KOMHUCCHEH (PUIOI0OTHIECKOTO (paKynpTreTa
s ctyneaToB HHI'Y um. H.U. Jlo6adeBckoro,
00y4JaroIIuXCs 10 HAMPABICHUIO MOATOTOBKH
39.03.01 «Couuosmorus»

Hwxuauit HoBropon
2016



VIIK 811.111:316(076)
BBK 111143.21:C5573
K 18

K 18 COIUOJIOIUA N COLIMOJIOI'U: TekcThl U 3aaHusl IO aHIJIUUCKOMY
s31Ky: ABTOpHI: H.B. Kamuuckast, A.C. I'lmyxorapenko, O.B. Teneruna / [Ipaktukym:
— Hwxnuit Hosropon: Huxkeroposackuii rocynusepcurert, 2016. — 33 c.

PerieH3eHT: K.C.H., CT. Ipel. Kadeaphbl 0OIICH COIMOIOTHH U COLUATBHOM
paboter U.A. UcakoBa

JlaHHBIN TPAKTHKYM IpeIHa3Hau€H JUIs CTYAEHTOB (haKyJabTe€Ta COIMAJIbHBIX
HayK, W3YyYaloIllMX aHIMMCKuil s3bIK. Llenp JaHHBIX y4eOHO-METOIUYECKUX
MaTepHaioOB — COBEPIICHCTBOBAHUE HABBIKOB pPAa0OTBI C TEKCTOM, pa3BUTHE
IINCBMEHHOM W YCTHOM pe€Yd B paMKax yKa3aHHOM TEMBI, pacClIMpEHUe
TEPMHHOJIOTHYECKOTO CIIOBAPHOIO 3araca M MNOATOTOBKA OOyYaroIIMXcsl K padoTe ¢
HAy4YHBIMU TEKCTAaMH I10 CIIELIUATIbHOCTH.

OTBETCTBEHHBIN 32 BBHINTYCK:

npejaceaaresib METOAUYECKON komuccuu puonoruueckoro gakynsreta HHI'Y
K.(.H., nouent U.B. Ky3pmun

VIIK 811.111:316(076)
BBK 111143.21:C5573

© Huzkeropoackuii rocy1apcTBeHHbIN
ynusepcuter uM. H.U. Jlobauesckoro, 2016



CONTENTS

UNIT 1: What is Sociology? 4
UNIT 2: Sociology as a Science 12
UNIT 3: Great Sociologists 23

REFERENCES 32



UNIT 1 What Is Sociology?

Exercise 1. Answer the questions:
- Did you know much about sociology when you were at school?
- Why are you interested in sociology? ‘

Exercise 2. Read the quotations below:

A. Sociology? Eh... “socio” and “logos”
... At school we used to study “obwecmeosnanue”.
| see no difference.

B. I don't think sociology is a science. How E=
can one claim to understand what other people
think or why they behave in this or that way?

C. Yes, | think I know what sociologists do.
They do opinion polls, you know, asking people in ;
the street to answer various questions. They also
work for politicians and parties to help them win | gy - UE -
the election. ' A ;é B i B

Who might have said it? Explain your answer. How far do you agree with
the quotations?

With your partner, work out a definition of sociology.

Exercise 3. Skim Text 1 and compare your definition with that in the text.

Say what each paragraph focuses on.

Text 1l

Sociology may be defined as the systematic study of the development,
structure, interaction, and collective behavior of organized groups of human beings. It
Is concerned with the way in which individuals interact as members of groups and
institutions, both individually and collectively, and how these interactions are
connected to the larger culture and social structure of a society.

The insights that sociological research provides give us a way of looking at
ourselves as social beings that illuminates every aspect of our lives. The study of
sociology is important for many different reasons.

e Through sociology, we are able to take a fresh look at the social
environment and to reexamine our place in society along with groups and cultures
with which we seldom or never have contact or about which we previously knew
little or nothing.

e By understanding the origin of viewpoints and attitudes that are quite
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different from our own, we may understand the social forces that influence our own
behavior and the behavior of those around us.

e The study of sociology may help to alleviate prejudices and stereotypes and
make us more flexible in adapting to novel situations.

e By analyzing the nature of society, particularly the institutions and groups
within societies and the effect of these organized processes and patterns on group
living, the field of sociology provides us with new ways of looking at and reacting to
the ever-changing face of social reality.

The insights of sociologists have been of great value to educators, community
planners, medical workers, government officials, and businesses. Sociological
information on past social trends and their causes can help policy makers plan for
and shape the future. For example, in order to provide adequate services for people,
the government must be able to predict what conditions will exist in future years and
identify needs that must be met. Social planners, using the findings of sociologists,
are_able to forecast future needs for schools, medical facilities, correctional
institutions and retirement centers.

Exercise 4. Read the text carefully and explain
- why the study of sociology is important;
- who (and how) may benefit from sociological information.

Exercise 5. Match the pronouns in italics in the text with the words they
refer to.

It way sociology behavior
which (x2) | groups cultures groups and cultures
those people social forces viewpoints and attitudes
their sociologists' policy makers’ | of social trends

Exercise 6. Translate the underlined sentences into Russian.

Exercise 7. Skim the text below and choose the best summary:

A. To develop sociological imagination one should drink a lot of coffee.

B. Coffee-drinking is an important social ritual, based on past social and
economic development.

C. Any day-to-day situation involving interaction can be analyzed from
sociological viewpoint.

D. Studying sociology enhances one’s imagination and creativity.



Text 2
DEVELOPING A SOCIOLOGICAL OUTLOOK

1 Learning to think sociologically means cultivating powers of the imagination.
Studying sociology cannot be just a routine process of acquiring knowledge. A
sociologist is someone who is able to break free from the immediacy of personal
circumstances. Sociological work depends upon the so-called sociological
Imagination.

2 It necessitates, above all, being able to think ourselves away from the
familiar routines of our daily lives in order to look at them anew. Consider the simple
act of drinking a cup of coffee. What could we find to say, from a sociological point
of view, about such an apparently uninteresting piece of behavior? The answer is — an
enormous amount.

3 We could point out first of all that coffee has symbolic value as part of day-
to-day social rituals. Often the ritual associated with coffee-drinking is much more
Important than the act of consuming the drink itself. For example, two people who
arrange ‘to have coffee’ together are probably more interested in meeting and chatting
than in what they drink. Drinking and eating are in all societies occasions for social
interaction and the enactment of rituals — and these offer a rich subject-matter for
sociological study.

4 Second, coffee is a drug, containing caffeine, which has a stimulating effect
on the brain. Coffee-addicts are not regarded by most people in Western culture as
‘drug-users’. Why this should be is an interesting sociological question. Like alcohol,
coffee is a ‘socially acceptable’ drug whereas, for instance, marijuana is not. Yet there
are cultures which tolerate the consumption of marijuana, but disfavor both coffee
and alcohol.

5 Third, an individual sipping a cup of coffee is caught up in an extremely
complicated set of social and economic relationships stretching worldwide. The
production, transport and distribution of coffee requires continuous transactions
between many people thousands of miles away from the coffee-drinker. Studying
such global transactions forms an important task of sociology, since many aspects of
our lives are now affected by world-wide trading exchanges and communications.

6 Finally, the act of sipping a cup of coffee presumes a whole process of past
social and economic development. Along with many other now familiar items of
Western diets — like tea, bananas, potatoes and white sugar — coffee only became
widely consumed from the 19th century onwards. Although coffee originated in the
Middle East its mass consumption dates from the period of Western colonial
expansion. Virtually all the coffee we drink today comes from areas that were
colonized by the Europeans.



Exercise 8. Read the text to complete the statements using the information
and the words from the text.

1. Itis strongly recommended to a sociologistto

2. By sociological imagination ___is meant.

3. A sociologist can say ___ about such a seemingly simple act as drinking a
cup of coffee.

4. Coffee has __ as part of day-to-day social rituals.

5. Often the act of consuming coffee itself is ___ than the ritual associated
with it.

6. Another interesting sociological question is why _ in Western culture.

7. In some cultures, the consumption of marijuana ___, but the use of both
coffee and alcohol .

8. One of the important tasks of sociology isto _ as __ influence many

aspects of our lives.

Exercise 9. Read the sentences below and explain what the words in italics
refer to. Consult with the text if necessary.

1. They are often occasions for the enactment of rituals.
It has a stimulating effect on the brain.
In Western culture, they are not considered to be ‘drug-users’.
In Western culture, they are ‘socially acceptable’ drugs.

5. By doing this, an individual gets involved in a complicated set of social and
economic relationships.

6. The production, transport and distribution of goods and services requires
these.

7. Its mass consumption dates from the period of Western colonial expansion.

8. They became widely consumed from the 19th century onwards.

»own

Exercise 10. Read the text again and find the words that mean the same.
a usual or regular method of procedure (n., par. 2) — ...

as far as one knows; seemingly (adv., par. 2) — ...

to indicate or specify (phrasal verb, par. 3) — ...

to talk in an easy familiar way (v., par. 3) — ...

to drink (a liquid) by taking small mouthfuls (v., par. 5) — ...

to come into being (v., par. 6) — ...

practically (adv., par. 6) — ...

NoakowbdE



Exercise 11. Find these words and phrases in the texts. Translate them into
Russian.

Pattern, to adapt to a novel situation, particularly, insight, to shape the future,
medical facilities, correctional institution, retirement center, cultivate, distribution,
trading exchanges, to presume.

Exercise 12. Find the English equivalents to the following words and
phrases in the texts.

JlaBaTb ornpeneneHue, CTPYKTypa, B3auMOJICKWCTBHE, COLMAJbHAsA Cpena,
nepecMaTprBaTh, YCTAHOBKH, COLMAIbHBIE (DAKTOpPHI, MpeayOeKICHUE, TECHJICHIIHS,
MOBCEIHEBHBIH, COIIMATbHO-3KOHOMUYECKUH, MacCOBOE MOTpedieHue, (PaKTHUECKH.

Exercise 13. Make up sentences with some of the words from Exercises 11
and 12.

Exercise 14. Match the synonyms in the lists below:

to predict future needs to be involved in
sociological research to take a fresh look at
to look at sth anew earlier

a novel situation to forecast future needs
familiar to influence

to disapprove (of) to disfavor

to be regarded to be considered

to affect sociological study

to be caught up in to reduce

to alleviate easily recognized, well-known
previously a new situation

Exercise 15. Match the words from columns A and B to make up phrases.

Table 1
A B
the enactment of sociologists
causes of acquiring knowledge
the findings of the imagination
organized groups of past social trends
the process of viewpoints and attitudes
powers of rituals
the origin of human beings



Table 2
Here some of the verbs can be used more than once.

A B

to illuminate prejudices and stereotypes

to reexamine the nature of society

to understand (x4) the social forces

to alleviate needs

to identify (x2) a subject-matter for sociological study
to offer every aspect of our lives

our place in society

Exercise 16. Insert prepositions where necessary.

1. Three traditional ideas of social change — those of decline, cyclical change,
and progress — have influenced _ modern sociological theories.

2. In any society there are arrangements __ sexual reproduction and the care
and education ___the young.

3. T. Parsons's work has been criticized ___ several reasons.

4. Human beings have formed political units, such as nations, ___ which the
use of violence is strictly regulated.

5. Adistinction is made __ processes __ the social structure, which serve to
maintain the structure (social dynamics), and processes that modify the structure
(social change).

6. In hunting and gathering societies people were strongly interdependent
their small bands.

7. Specific social activities are organized _ specific places. Particular
places, __ instance, are designated __ such activities as working, worshiping,
eating, or sleeping.

Exercise 17. Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning
to the first sentence, using the word(s) given.

EXAMPLE:

A sociologist is expected to break free from the immediacy of personal
circumstances.

It able :

It is expected that a sociologist is able to break free from the immediacy of
personal circumstances.



eb://cgi-bin/g?DocF=/index/ed/uca.html#6F000

1. We should learn to think ourselves away from the familiar routines of our
daily lives.
supposed

2. Through sociology, we are able to take a fresh look at the social environment
and to reexamine our place in society.
provides

3. The study of sociology may make us more flexible in adapting to novel
situations.
enables us

4. The production of goods and services requires continuous transactions
between many people.
have to to

5. Coffee-addicts are not regarded by most people in Western culture as drug-
users.
do not regard

Exercise 18 Look at the pictures below and work with your partner to do
the tasks.

(1) Answer the questions:

- What are the people in each picture doing?

- Where are they?

- What type of relationships do they have?

- What are the people wearing? Why?

(2) Look through these words and phrases and match them with the
situations. Some of them may refer to more than one.

scapegoat globalization

(take on new) social roles consumers of goods and services
involve (broader) kinship networks career prospects

managerial style symbolic value

team work gestures

a popular leisure activity quality time

(changes in) the social status gender

10
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(3) Analyze each situation from a sociological point of view. Make use of
the following linking devices and structures from the text:

First of all, we can point out that ...

Second, ... Third, ... Finally, ...

...offer(s) a rich subject-matter for sociological study

Why this should be is an interesting sociological question

Studying ... forms an important task of sociology

...as part of...

In all societies...

...occasion(s) for social interaction and the enactment of rituals...

...1s (are) caught up in a set of social and economic relationships

...require(s) transactions between people thousands of miles away from...

...many aspects of our lives are now affected by...

...presumes a whole process of past social (economic) development...

11



UNIT 2 Sociology as a Science

Exercise 1. Discuss the questions and statements with your partner:

- Almost anyone, even a layperson, can design and do a sociological study. You
just need common sense.

- What enables us to refer to sociology as a science?

- What are the characteristics of any science and the scientific method?

- All sociological studies are bound to be influenced by the researcher’s
background. S/he is unlikely to remain neutral.

Exercise 2. Read the text to compare your ideas with those in the text.

Text 1

Like the other social sciences, sociology is less rigorous than the natural
sciences. There are two basic reasons for this. First, the scientific method has only
recently been applied to the study of social behavior. Second, dealing with human
subjects presents many problems that are absent in the natural sciences. Individuals
change behavior in ways that may significantly affect their relationships with one
another and with the scientists who wish to study them. Nevertheless, sociology as it
IS pursued today is based on observed, verifiable evidence. The sociologists' methods
of gathering data, making observations, and stating generalizations relating to the
data are based on scientific procedures.

Sociology uses the scientific method in its attempt to find answers to important
guestions. In this method of inquiry the following conditions must be adhered to:

1. Verifiable Evidence. Scientific inquiry requires concrete and factual
observations that can be checked for accuracy. Since verifiable evidence is essential
to scientific investigation, the studies of metaphysical problems, such as the existence
of God or an afterlife are eliminated.

2. Rejection of Absolutes. Science admits no absolute truths. Scientists must
always be prepared to examine new evidence; therefore, scientific truth must remain
tentative.

3. Ethical Neutrality. Science may answer questions of fact but cannot prove
that one value is better than another. Science seeks knowledge, but society's values
ultimately determine how this knowledge is to be used. The scientist acting as an
individual is not neutral but nevertheless, must not let personal values influence the
design and conduct of professional research.

4. Objectivity. The sociologist must have a detached and impersonal view of
the matter under consideration. All observations must be recorded in unbiased terms,
and stereotypes must be avoided.

12



5. Standardized and Stringent Study Methods. The sociologist must use

accurate and correct descriptions of the dat

a under investigation. Furthermore, there

must be an organized plan for collecting data, and upon the collection of data, all
procedures and findings should accurately be recorded.

6. Professionalism. It is imperative

that scientific observations be made by

well-trained observers, for the untrained o

bserver may misinterpret what has been

seen. In evaluating reported observations,

the sociologist will want to know the

degree of special knowledge or training the observer has received.

Do common sense and intuition have

a place in sociology? Yes, for they often

contribute to the development of hypotheses. In and of themselves, however,

common sense and intuition are not sufficient as techniques for sociological research.

Exercise 3. Discuss the questions an

d statements from EXx. 1 once again.

Exercise 4. Match the pronouns in italics with the words they refer to.

this | natural sciences sociology the fact that sociology is less rigorous
than natural sciences
them | relationships individuals | scientists
Its sociology attempt the scientific method
they | sociologists hypotheses | common sense and intuition

Exercise 5. Translate the underlined sentences into Russian.

Exercise 6. Match the beginning of the sentence from A and its ending in B.

A

B

1. The
divided...

sciences are customarily

...on social behavior as a product of
intrapsychic processes.

2. The natural sciences are concerned...

...to sociology.

3. The social sciences are concerned...

...with physical phenomena.

4. Psychology and social psychology are
often confused...

...on social behavior as a product of the
interaction between individuals and
groups.

5. Social psychologists may have a
sociological orientation and focus...

...with the broad spectrum of human
behavior.

6. Social psychologists may have a
psychological orientation and focus...

...with sociology.

7. Geography and history are also
related...

...into two major branches: the natural
sciences and the social sciences.
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Exercise 7. What other social sciences are there?

Do the crossword to find the key word. Use your dictionary to look up new
words and check the spelling. Some names of the social sciences consist of two
words. Here, there is no blank space between them. Good luck!

1. The study of the remains of extinct civilizations.

2. The study of an individual's relationship with a group (2 words).

3. The study of the features of the earth and their effect on the growth, decline,
and movement of world populations.

4. The study of the ways of life among communities throughout the world (2
words).

5. The study of the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and
services in a society.

6. The study of human evolution (2 words).

7. The recording and explanation of past human activities.

8. The study of government, political philosophy, and administrative decision-
making (2 words).

9. The study of individual behavior and mental processes.

Crossword 1

1
2
n
3
4 ainft|(hfrjoj/pjo|l |o|g]|y
5
6 anftihfjrjo(pjo|l [o|g]|y
7
8
9
S

See the answers below.
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Key to Exercise 7

1. archeology 2. social psychology 3. geography 4. cultural anthropology 5. economics 6. physical
anthropology 7. history 8. political science 9. psychology. Key word: linguistics

Exercise 8. Give examples of some concepts sociology and other social
sciences share. Work with 2 or 3 students. You have 3 minutes to write ONE
term employed by social scientists for every letter of the English alphabet. Your
team gets 1 point for a term that has NOT been mentioned by any other team.

N<XS<

OTMOOT>
ZZr X< —I
CHWITOTO

Exercise 9. Answer these questions.

- Have you ever been an interviewer or interviewee in a sociological study?
- When/ Where was it conducted?

- What exactly were you expected to do?

Exercise 10. Skim the text and put the paragraphs into the correct order.
Text 2
THE SCIENTIFIC METHOD OF INVESTIGATION

Sociological investigations, like all scientific investigations, should proceed
through the following steps on the way to a conclusion:

_____Conclusion. After the above steps have carefully been followed, the
sociologist determines whether the original hypothesis was confirmed or
disconfirmed, or if the results were found to be inconclusive.

____Research Design. In planning the research design, the sociologist outlines
what is to be studied, collected, processed, and analyzed, then chooses a research
method by which to collect the data.

____ Collection of Data. All necessary data are collected in accordance with
the above-stated research design.

_1 Formulation of a Hypothesis. After a problem is identified, a theoretical
statement relating all known facts is made. Scientific hypotheses are statements that
can be tested and either confirmed or disconfirmed with empirical evidence.

_____Analysis of Data. Scientific analysis requires that the data collected be
classified and tabulated, and all necessary comparisons be made.
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Exercise 11. Put one word into each gap in the text. Some letters are given.
Text 3
SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH TECHNIQUES

All sociological research makes (1)u . . of the scientific method, but the
specific techniques of data (2)c . . . ... ... and analysis (3)d . . . .. from one
sociological study to another. There are four general techniques: the case study, the
experiment, the observational study, and the survey. Time factors are (4)ex . . . .. ly
important; sociological studies may be cross-sectional, longitudinal, retrospective, or
prospective. Statistics are used to (5)a . ... .. data collected. Special issues are
involved in sociological research: those inherent in the technigues employed and
those arising from ethical considerations and constantly (6)ch . . . . . . social
conditions.

Exercise 12. Read Texts 2 and 3 once again and complete the sentences.

1. On the way to a conclusion any scientific investigation proceeds the
following steps: ...

2. A scientific hypothesis is a statement that...

3. Research design involves...

4. A hypothesis can be either confirmed or disconfirmed, or the research

5. The four general techniques employed in sociological studies are...
6. Problems involved in sociological research are connected with. ..

Exercise 13. Match the terms with their explanations.

1. survey A. involves repeated investigation of the same object (a
group, organization, community etc.) for a long time

2. case study B. a backward-looking review of the characteristics of a
group, organization, community etc.

3. retrospective study C. a study that follows groups, communities,
organizations etc. over time to compare them

4. longitudinal study D. analyzing a particular case (a person, group, process,

community etc.) to make generalizations

5. cross-sectional study | E. research method in which data are gathered via
interviews or questionnaires

6. prospective study F. involves comparison of different age groups (cohorts)
at a given time
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Exercise 14. Translate the underlined sentences in Texts 2 and 3 into
Russian.

Exercise 15. Translate the words below.
TGXHOJIOFI/ISI, I/IHTyI/IHI/ISI, HpO(bGCCI/IOHaJII/I?)M, CTGpQOTI/IH, aHaJII/I3I/IpOBaTI>,
METOJ, PE3YJIBTAT, SKCIIEPUMEHT, STUYHBIN, TUIIOTE3a, IUBUIIN3ALNS, HEUTPATbHBIN.

Exercise 16. Look through the sentences and say if the nouns in italics are
singular or plural. What is their singular/ plural form? Check the pronunciation
of each form.

1. Scientific hypotheses are statements that can be tested and either confirmed
or disconfirmed with empirical evidence.

2. Scientific analysis requires that the data collected be classified and
tabulated, and all necessary comparisons be made.

3. All necessary data are collected in accordance with the research design.

4. Social change in the broadest sense is any change in social relations. In this
sense, social change is an ever-present phenomenon in any society.

5. The focus of sociological studies is often on behaviors and interactions of
larger groups of human beings.

Exercise 17. Complete the chart and translate the derivatives.

Verb Noun — the doer of the Noun Adjective

action

1 originator origin

2 XXXX sociology

3 theorize

4 XXXX XXXX evident

5 generalize XXXX

6 XXXX science

7 observe observational

8 XXXX rejection

9 evaluate XXXX XXXX

Exercise 18. Find the odd word out and explain your choice. Sometimes
more than one answer is correct.
1. linguistics — longitudinal — imagination — sociological
2. imagination — intuition — professional training — common sense
3. observation — procedure — survey — interview




4. investigate — contribute — examine — consider
5. existence of God — afterlife — reincarnation — religion

Exercise 19. Match synonyms in the lists of the words below:

findings accurate, stringent, exact
to examine, to study unconvincing

rigorous to investigate

evidence to refuse

to reject results

inconclusive to acknowledge

to admit to follow

to pursue proof

Exercise 20. Complete the chart with the opposites.

confirm

absolute truth

impersonal

biased

inconclusive

well-trained (observer)

collective (behavior)

Exercise 21. Which word in italics does not go with the word in bold type?
scientific study/ research/ questionnaire/ investigation/ inquiry

use/ apply/ outline/ employ a technique

identify/ decide/ face/ solve a problem

affect/ influence/ avoid/ improve the relationships

confirm/ test/ formulate/ classify a hypothesis

evaluate observations/ respondents/ data

design/ do/ conduct/ make research

NoabkowbdE

Exercise 22. Open the brackets using Participle I, Participle Il or Gerund.

1. The methods of (to gather) data, (to make) observations, and (to state)
generalizations are based on scientific procedures.

2. The scientist (to act) as an individual is unlikely to remain neutral.

3. Sociologists use statistics to analyze data (to collect).

4. The report relies on data (to obtain) through a national cross-sectional mail
survey of social workers.
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5. An extensive 10-page questionnaire (to design) for this study was sent to
2000 potential participants.

6. In (to evaluate) reported observations, the sociologist will want to know the
degree of special knowledge or training the observer has received.

7. The techniques (to employ) included case-study and content analysis.

8. In Marx’s theory, social life is defined as spiritual or ideological, (to
determine) by the economic structure of society.

Exercise 23. The scheme below shows the structure of the discipline of
sociology. Study it carefully.

With your partner, answer the questions:

- Is the scheme applicable to the structure of other disciplines?

- What do middle-range theories seek to explain?

- How are they connected with theoretical sociology and empirical studies?

- What specialized fields in sociology, apart from those in the scheme, do you
know?

Figure 1. The structure of the discipline of sociology

A A

}‘ THEORETICAL SOCIOLOGY

MIDDLE-RANGE THEORIES

Sociology Sociology
Urban of Sociology of Sex Sociology
Sociology Emotions of Religion || and of Law
Gender

EMPIRICAL SOCIOLOGY /
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Exercise 24. Discuss what specialized fields and areas of sociology are
likely to be concerned with the following:

day-to-day social rituals life style delinquency
consumption patterns Kinship poverty
xenophobia deviation occupations
agents of socialization power age structure
stratification ageing cults

teen pregnancy

Exercise 25. Make up questions using the prompts below. With your
partner, ask and answer the questions.

1. What areas/ interested in?

2. Why /find /attractive?

3. What specialized field/ would/ choose?

4. ...the course paper/ you did in your first year/ concerned with?

5. ...the course paper/ you/ working on/ deal with?

6. Do/ find your theme/ fascinating/ boring?

7. ...like/ work on the same theme/ your third year?

Exercise 26. Half a crossword.

You have a crossword that is only half filled in.

Your partner has the same grid, but with different words.

Help each other to complete it by giving a clue for the words you have.

You are allowed to explain, give a definition or an example sentence, use
synonyms or opposites, but you CAN’T show the grid to your partner.

Before you start make sure you know what the words in your part mean.

Student A: see Grid 1 (page 21)
Student B: see Grid 2 (page 22)
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Grid1

(for student A, Exercise 26, Half a Crossword)
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Grid 2

(for student B, Exercise 26, Half a Crossword)
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UNIT 3 Great Sociologists

Exercise 1. Look at the portraits of some important figures in the
development of sociology.

Match them with the information below.

1. He proposed that all societies are made up of two basic classes that are in
constant opposition: those who own or control the means of production, and those
who don't.

2. He was the first to use the word "sociology" in his work Cours de
Philosophie Positive (Positive Philosophy).

3. He developed a theory of "social evolution™ where he stated that there exists
a gradual evolution of society from the primitive to the industrial.

4. In spite of being the author of innumerable articles and books, among them
The Philosophy of Money, he never systematized his ideas and failed to obtain some
academic positions.

5. In his view, the social behavior of individuals is determined by their
position in the class society.

6. His books Social Mobility and Contemporary Sociological Theories earned
him a national reputation.

7. He believed that it was Protestant ethic that caused cultural changes in
Western capitalist societies, which, in turn, enhanced rationalization.

Herbert Spenser (1820-1903) Auguste Comte (1798-1857)
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Georg Simmel (1858- 1918) Max Weber (1864-1920)

Pitirim A. Sorokin (1889-1968) Karl Marx (1818-1883)

Exercise 2. Read the statements and choose the correct option.

Discuss your answers with your group.

1. Durkheim is a prominent German/ French / American sociologist.

2. At the beginning of his career he taught religion/ philosophy/ psychology.

3. It was Wundt/ Durkheim/ Comte who offered the first course in social
science in a French university.

4. Durkheim was giving courses in the area of moral education to students/
schoolteachers/ professors.
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Exercise 3. Look through the first part of the biography of Emile
Durkheim to check your answers to Exercise 2.

Text 1

EMILE DURKHEIM - ONE OF THE FATHERS OF SOCIOLOGY

Emile Durkheim was born in France in 1858. He
was descended from a long line of rabbis’. But his
lifelong interest in religion was academic rather than
theological, and, dissatisfied with his religious training
and general education, he longed for schooling in
scientific methods and in the moral principles, needed to
guide social life. He rejected a traditional academic
career in philosophy and sought instead to acquire the
scientific training to contribute to the moral guidance of
society. Although he was interested in scientific
sociology, there was no field of sociology at that time,
so between 1882 and 1887 he taught philosophy in a
number of provincial schools in the Paris area.

His appetite for science was stimulated further by a trip to Germany, where he
was exposed to the scientific psychology being pioneered by Wilhelm Wundt. In the
years immediately after his visit to Germany, Durkheim published a good deal,
basing his work, in part, on his experiences there. These publications helped him gain
a position in the department of philosophy at the University of Bordeaux in 1887.
There Durkheim offered the first course in social science in a French university. This
was a particularly impressive accomplishment, because only a decade earlier, a furor
had erupted in a French university by the mention of Auguste Comte in a student
dissertation. Durkheim's main responsibility was the teaching of courses in education
to schoolteachers in the area of moral education. His goal was to communicate a
moral system to the educators, who he hoped would then pass it on to young people
in an effort to help reverse the moral degeneration he saw around him in French
society.

Exercise 4. Find the following words and phrases in the text and look up
their meaning and pronunciation.

Make up your sentences based on the text.

To be descended from (a family), to long for (schooling), one’s appetite for
(science), to be exposed to (psychology), to gain a position (in the department of), a
(particularly impressive) accomplishment, to reverse (the moral degeneration)

! rabbi [‘raebai ] — a Jewish priest
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Exercise 5. Read the second part of the biography to answer the questions

- What does the paragraph focus on?

- What was the title of Durkheim’s Doctoral Thesis?

- When was it published?

Text 2

The years that followed were characterized by a series of personal successes
for Durkheim. In 1893 he published his French doctoral thesis, The Division of Labor
in Society. His major methodological statement, The Rules of Sociological Method,
appeared in 1895, followed (in 1897) by his empirical application of those methods in
the study Suicide. By 1896 he had become a full professor at Bordeaux, in 1902 he
was summoned to the famous French university, the Sorbonne, and in 1906 he was
named professor of the science of education, a title that was changed in 1913 to
professor of the science of education and sociology. The other of his most famous
works, The Elementary Forms of Religious Life, was published in 1912.

Exercise 6. Discussing published works.
(1) Look through the chart below and match Emile Durkheim’s works
with their Russian equivalents.

The Division of Labor in Society CamMoyOuiicTBO

The Rules of Sociological Method OneMeHTapHble  (OPMBI  PEIUTHO3HOU
KN3HU

Suicide O pazzaeneHnn 00IIECTBEHHOTO TPy

The Elementary Forms of Religious | Metox coruoaoruu
Life

(2) Answer the questions:

- Which of the papers from the list above do you study as a part of your
sociology course?

- Do you know any other Durkheim’s works?

- What concepts/ notions are dealt with in these papers?

- Do the ideas remain important?

(3) Work in small groups.
Prepare a brief description (120-150 words) of any paper written by Emile
Durkheim.
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Exercise 7. Read the rest of the biography and fill in the gaps with the
phrases below.

A. Characteristically,

B. Because that could not be done quickly or easily,

C. He did not see the proletariat as the salvation of society,

D. his influence within sociology certainly has been a conservative one.

E. To Durkheim,

F. When society undergoes suffering,

G. a celebrating figure in French intellectual circles

H. which he founded in 1898

Text 3

Durkheim is most often thought of today as a political conservative, and 1 .
But in his time, he was considered a liberal, and this was exemplified by the active
public role he played in the defense of Alfred Dreyfus, the Jewish army captain.

Durkheim was deeply offended by the Dreyfus affair, particularly its anti-
Semitism. But Durkheim did not attribute this anti-Semitism to racism among the
French people. 2, he saw it as a symptom of the moral sickness confronting
French society as a whole. He said: 3, it feels the need to find someone whom it
can hold responsible for its sickness; and those against whom public opinion already
discriminates are naturally designated for this role.

Thus, Durkheim's interest in the Dreyfus affair stemmed from his deep and
lifelong interest in morality and the moral crisis confronting modern society. 4 |
the answer to the Dreyfus affair and crises like it lay in ending the moral disorder in
society. 5, Durkheim suggested more specific actions such as severe repression of
those who incite hatred of others and government efforts to show the public how it is
being misled. He called people to "have the courage to proclaim aloud what they
think, and to unite together in order to achieve victory in the struggle against public
madness".

Durkheim's interest in socialism is also taken as evidence against the idea that
he was a conservative, but his kind of socialism was very different from the kind that
interested Marx and his followers. In fact, Durkheim labeled Marxism as a set of
"disputable and out-of-date hypotheses”. To Durkheim, socialism represented a
movement aimed at the moral regeneration of society through scientific morality, and
he was not interested in short-term political methods or the economic aspects of
socialism. 6, and he was greatly opposed to agitation or violence. Socialism for
Durkheim was very different from what we usually think of as socialism; it simply
represented a system in which the moral principles discovered by scientific sociology
were to be applied.
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Durkheim had a profound influence on the development of sociology, but his
influence was not restricted to it. Much of his impact on other fields came through the
journal L'annee sociologique, 7 . An intellectual circle arose around the journal
with Durkheim at its center. Through it, he and his ideas influenced such fields as
anthropology, history, linguistics, and — somewhat ironically, considering his early
attacks on the field — psychology.

Durkheim died on November 15, 1917, 8, but it was not until over twenty
years later, with the publication of Talcott Parsons's The Structure of Social Action
(1937), that his work became a significant influence on sociology.

Exercise 8. Say if these sentences are true/ false/ they don’t contain
information from the text.

1. Emile Durkheim considered Alfred Dreyfus to be guilty.

2. At that time the Frenchmen suffered from the moral sickness.

3. E. Durkheim saw anti-Semitism as a symptom of the moral sickness
confronting French society.

4. E. Durkheim appealed to the public’s right to express their opinion freely.

5. E. Durkheim was against force methods of dealing with problems in
society.

6. E. Durkheim founded the first sociological journal.

7. E. Durkheim’s work became a significant influence on sociology only 20
years after his death.

Exercise 9. Translate the last paragraph of Text 3.

Exercise 10. Match the words to make phrases as they are used in the text.

active repression
political methods
severe public role
scientific sociology

to hold to proclaim
victory actions

to suggest responsible for
to have the courage in the struggle

Exercise 11. Make up your own sentences with some phrases from Exercise
10.
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Exercise 12. Which TWO of the words below do not go with the adjective
moral?

principles system biography regeneration
guidance sickness code media
education degeneration crisis disorder

Which FOUR of the words here do not collocate with the adjective
economic?

relationships aspects crisis guidance
system structure principles disorder
violence degeneration development disadvantage

Exercise 13. Look through the biography once again.

Make up sentences about Durkheim using these verbs and correct
prepositions if necessary.

To be aimed, to be interested, to be opposed, to be restricted, to found, to
influence.

Exercise 14. Rewrite the sentences in Passive Voice.
Not only religious training dissatisfies him but also his general education.
Scientific sociology was interesting for him.
A series of personal successes characterized the years starting from 1893.
He published The Elementary Forms of Religious Life in 1912,
Alfred Dreyfus’s affair offended Durkheim deeply.
Nowadays people think of Durkheim to be political conservative.

7. In 1902 Durkheim was summoned to the Sorbonne after the Bordeaux
University government had appointed him a full professor in 1896.

o0k whPE

Exercise 15. Find more examples of the Passive Voice in the text.

Exercise 16. Retell the biography of Emile Durkheim using these phrases:

To be descended from, to long for, to be exposed to, a (particularly impressive)
accomplishment, to represent, to be aimed at, to be opposed to, to be restricted to, to
found, to become a significant influence on.
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Exercise 17. Work in groups A and B.

Students A: Read the first extract from E. Durkheim’s work The Division of
Labor in Society.

Students B: Read the second extract from E. Durkheim’s work The Division of
Labor in Society.

(1) With your small group, answer the questions and do the tasks:

- What is the extract devoted to? What is its main idea?

- Make a plan consisting of 3-4 principal points to cover the content of the text.

- Extract the key vocabulary.

- Do you find this extract informative/ important/ dull/ of no value/ too hard to
understand?

(2) Find a partner from another small group and swap the information;

(3) Render your text into English.

Text A

CornacHo HamboJiee pacmpoCTPAHECHHON TEOpUH, NMPUUYMHA pa3feieHus Tpya
KPEMUTCS MCKIIOYUTEILHO B HEMPEPHIBHO PACTYLIEM CTPEMJIEHHHM K CYACThIO,
MpUCYIIEM YenioBeKy. MI3BecTHO, B caMOM JieJie, YTO YeM OoJibllie pasziensieTcs: Tpyil,
TEM BBIIIE €0 MPOU3BOIUTEIBLHOCTh. [IpencraBnsieMble UM B Hallle PacropsiKEHUE
pecypchbl CTaHOBATCS M300MIIbHEE U JIydllero kadectBa. Hayka pasBuBaercs Jiydilie U
ObIcTpee, TMPOM3BEIAECHUS HCKYyCCTBA — MHOTOYMCIEHHEE M  yTOHYEHHEE,
MIPOMBIIINICHHOCTh MPOU3BOAUT OOJBIIE U MPOAYKTHI €€ coBepliieHHee. Ho denmoBek
UCIIBITHIBAET MOTPEOHOCTH BO BCEX ATHX BEIaX; OH, MO-BUIUMOMY, JOKEH OBITh TEM
cyacTiMBee, 4eM OOJbIlle OH HMX HMEET, U, ECTECTBEHHO, OH CTapaeTcs WX
prUOOpeECTH.

Text B

HeBO3MOXHO yKa3aTh HMKaKOW palMOHAIBHOW TPaHULbl MTPOU3BOAUTEIBHOU
cusie Tpyna. HecoMHeHHO, OHA 3aBUCHUT OT COCTOSIHUSI TEXHUKH, KalMUTaloB U T.4. Ho
KaK JOKa3bIBAE€T OMBIT, 3TU NPEIMSITCTBUS BCErAa HOCSAT BPEMEHHBIM XapakTep, U
KOXJ0€ TMOKOJIEHUE OTOJIBUTACT T'PaHUIly, HA KOTOPOH OCTAaHOBWIOCH MPEABIAYIIEE.
Jaxxe ecau Obl OHAa KOTAAa-HUOYIOh AOLUIA O MAaKCMMyMa, KOTOPOrO HE Moria Obl
MIPEB30MTH, TO, IO KpaliHEeH Mepe, 3a co00l OHA UMEET HEOOBATHOE I0JIC Pa3BUTHS.
Ecnu, ctano ObITh, cyacThe, KaK 3TO MOJIAraroT, MOCTOSTHHO YBEJIMYMBAETCSI BMECTE C
HEH, TO HY)KHO JIONYCTUTh, UYTO OHO TaKXK€ CIOCOOHO YBEJIWYMBATHCS OC3rpaHUYHO,
YTO TPUPOCT, HA KOTOPBIH OHO CHOCOOHO, TPOMOPIMOHATIEH TMPUPOCTY
MIPOM3BOAUTEILHON CUIIBI TPY/A. ..
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Exercise 18. Report on the biography of another famous sociologist. Follow

the instructions below.
Making a Report

e Decide on the scientist you are really interested in and would like to tell
about.

e A successful report requires clear organization and presentation so write
down the main events in the narrative.

e Arrange the events in chronological order, from first to last.

e Group your information into logical themes.

e Start with the purpose of the report: The aim of this report is to... This report
Is intended to give a brief summary of the...

e Refer to other people's opinions/ the source of information: As stated in...
According to ... He is believed to...

e 4. Speak about his ideas and contribution to the development of sociology:
He argued (suggested/ supposed etc.) that... It was NNN who introduced the
concept/ notion of... He coined the term... He put forward the idea... He
formulated... It was due to... that ...

e Show your knowledge of the vocabulary relevant to the theme.

e Use passive structures when appropriate.

e Make sure that your report covered all the points that you had decided to
cover.

e Prepare handouts with words or phrases your fellow students might not
know.

e Write key dates and proper names on the board.

e When you present your report, don’t read it, speak on it.
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