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BBenenue

VYuebono-meroquueckoe mocoome «THE UK IN THE MODERN WORLD:
PEOPLE IN POLITICS» mpexacraBiser co0oil TemMaTHYeCKHil COOPHHUK TEKCTOB
OOIIIECTBEHHO-TIOJIMTUYECKON HAIPaBIECHHOCTH MO TOCYAapCTBEHHO-TIOIUTHYECKON
cucteme BenukoOputanuu.

JlanHoe  mocoOue coCTOUT U3 4 IOHUTOB U CTPOUTCSA IO TEMaTHYECKOMY
NPUHIUIY ¥ pacCMaTPUBAET OCHOBHBIE 3JIEMEHTHI MOJUTUYECKOM, TOCYIapCTBEHHOM
u conmansHoi cuctembl Coeannennoro Koposnesctsa Benukoopurtanuu n CeBepHoit
Wpnannuu. JlanHoe mnocoOue HIMPOKO NPEICTaBIAET CTPAHOBEIUYECKHI aCIIEKT,
ITO3BOJIAIOIINNA BOCCO3/1aTh COBPEMEHHOE T'OCYJIapCTBEHHOE YCTPOMCTBO CTPAHBI.
CrennanbHasi JEKCMKa TMOJNAETCS B MHTEPECHOW M JIETKOW i yCBOEHHUs (opme,
3aKpEIUISIETCsl B MHOTOYMCIICHHBIX YNPaXHEHUAX, HALEJEHHBIX Ha (hOPMHUpPOBAHHE
BCEX BHJIOB PEUYEBOM JEATEIBHOCTH. Kaxkapli pasfgen COAEPKUT MaTEpHUAIIbI
pa3HOOOpa3HOW CTHJIMCTUYECKON HAINpPaBIICHHOCTH, YTO JAET BO3MOXKHOCTh 00ydYaTh
CTYIEHTOB paboTe ¢ pa3HOTUIIHBIMH TEKCTaMHU.

VYuuteiBass COBpeMEHHbIE NOTPEOHOCTH, MOCOOME CTaBUT LEIbI0 HAYYUTH
CTYIAEHTOB OO0IIAaTbCcid C KOJUIEraMH Ha Npo(eCcCUOHAJIbHBIE TEMBbI, IPOBOAUTH
JUCKYCCHUHU, Y4acTBOBATh B AMCIyTaX, 00CykaaTh U yOexnarb. [y pemeHus 3Tux
3aJ1a4 TEKCThl MOCOOUs CHAOXEHBI BOIPOCAMHU JJIsl 0OCYKJIEHUS U MHCTPYMEHTaMU
TUISl BEACHUS TUCKYCCHIA.



UNIT |

“GOING INTO POLITICS AND
MAKING POLICY”

Warm up

I. Read the head of the unit. Investigate the idea of politics.

a) A crisp definition of politics is impossible. Politics is a term with varied
uses and nuances. Politics, in its broadest sense, is the activity through
which people make, preserve and amend the general rule under which they
live. Write down some words and phrases related to politics.

b) Study the dictionary definitions of politics:

e political affairs, especially considered as a profession or as means of
winning and keeping governmental control;
Longman Dictionary of English Language and Culture
e the art and science of government;
Oxford Concise Dictionary of Politics
e the practice of the art or science of directing and administrating
states or other political units.
Oxford Concise Dictionary of Politics
¢) Underline the similarities and circle the differences.

d) Give your own definition of politics.

e) In groups of three or four compare and contrast your notes. Discuss and
report back to the class the different points of view.

f) Compare your definition with the dictionary ones.

g) Can there be societies without politics?

Vocabulary in use |

1. Some useful words and expressions with politics:

to do, read, study, teach politics

to talk, discuss politics

to enter, go into politics

to retire from, abandon politics

to be interested in, be active in, be engaged in, be involved, participate in
politics

to dabble in politics (be involved in an activity for a short time in a way that is
not serious)

to meddle in politics (interfere in)

to dominate politics (have more importance than other things )

. to reshape politics (influence and make it develop in a particular way)

O to play politics (act for personal or political gain rather than principle)

agbrhwhE
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2. Answer the following questions using active vocabulary:

1.
2.
3.
4,
5. Do you like to talk politics with your family or friends? When do people more
6.

7.
8.

9.

Is it interesting to do politics? Why?/Why not?

Do you find the study of politics challenging and difficult?

Would you rather be a political scientist or politician? Explain your point of
view.

What scientific research are you carrying out in your chosen specialization?

often discuss politics?

What makes people go into politics?

What may make a politician abandon politics?

If you were involved in politics what sphere of political interest would you get
engaged in? Why so?

In your opinion, is it wise to participate in local politics first in order to launch
a successful political career at the national level?

10.What does the term “mainstream politics” refer to?
11.What is the difference between these two expressions “to dabble in politics”

and “to play politics™?

12.1s it really necessary for the head of state to stand above party politics?

Why?/Why not?

13.1s it a must for a skillful politician to be good at power politics?
14.What are the main characteristics of a successful politician? Justify your point

of view.

15.1s politics a male-dominated sphere or not? Do more women enter politics now

than in the past?

Listening |

A) Watch the video and do the following tasks.

Why get into politics?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQwhDW?2uCok

Pre-viewing questions

1.
2.

What are the reasons why people might get into politics?
Which do you think are positive?

I) Watch the video (00:00-0:35) and list the reasons given by the public:

a

b.
C.
d.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQwhDW2uCok

e.
f.

I1) Before you watch (0:36- 1:30), read the general statements about politics
below. Which do you agree with most?

a) Many people do not feel positive about politics.

b) People should be involved in any decisions which affect them.

¢) Politics is a good career because you can be successful internationally.
d) The best politicians are hard workers and are serious about their job.
e) Politics is not important in everyday life.

f) Politics is involved in every part of life.

I11) Watch the people on the video (1:31- 2:10) give their opinions and make
notes on their ideas below.

The environment Improve recycling
Transport

The justice system

Education

Poverty

O E

Did you hear any other issues mentioned?
V) (2:11- end) Fill in the gaps in the extracts below.

If anybody’s ever thought this isn’t right, this doesn’t feel right, there’s something

wrong going on here, this is an injustice then really you oughtto be 1 ................ in
politics.

Think hard about it because it’s very time consuming. Take advice from people who
are already there and | would also say 2 ..................... in something that you really
know about and really care about.

It’s got social 3...................... , 1t’s got political issues, it’s got the grand ideas like
justice, truth and fairness and all of that.

We have a responsibility to keep them 4...........cc.co... .. for the position that they are
in.

I think 1t’s finding ways of getting people to be able to make themselves feel that they
can make a positive 5...........ccccceenee. to things.

I’d say if you have any interest in your own, and your family’s and your children’s
future, you 6................... it to yourself to get engaged in some way, shape or form in

what’s called politics.
I think people should get into politics because of the great satisfaction of being
T, whereby we want to improve our society.”



B) Watch the video and answer the following questions.

How to get into politics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aprj-3-LYuw

What skills and attributes are essential for people who want to get into politics?
Why are public speaking skills vital for a politician?

Do you have a good memory for names?

Why is the deep knowledge of current events vital for those who go into
politics?

PN E

5. How can you get to know local voters?

6. How can you secure a job or internship with an elected official?

7. What is a non-partisan group?

8. Why is it of primary importance to plan your election campaign thoroughly?

9. Why is it practically impossible for a politician to hide his private life from the
public?

10. Is it easy to get into politics if you don’t have friends in high places? Express
your opinion.

I. Read the head of the unit. Investigate the idea of policy.

a) What is the difference between politics and policy?
b) Give your definition of policy and report back to the group your point of view.
¢) Study the dictionary definitions of policy:

e a way of doing something that has been officially agreed and chosen
by a political party, business, or other organization;
Oxford Concise Dictionary of Politics

e a principle or set of ideas that you think is sensible or wise and that
influences the way you behave;
Longman Dictionary of English Language and Culture

e a political line, the course of action adopted by a government, party,
person, a rule of behaviour.
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English

d) Comment on the statement:
It’s, ultimately, difficult to distinguish the study of policy from that of politics,
since there can be no politics without policy.

Oxford Concise Dictionary of Politics


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aprj-3-LYuw

Vocabulary in use 11

1. Some useful words and expressions with policy:

CoNoak~wNE

national, domestic, internal

foreign, external

myopic, short-sighted — ant. forward-looking
wait-and-see policy

see-saw policy

appeasement policy

policy of intimidation

carrot-and-stick policy

flip-flop policy

10.open-door policy

11.policy of arm-twisting
12.give-and-take policy

13.in line/in accordance ... policy
14.a reversal/ shift of policy

15.the cornerstone/keystone/central plank of policy
16.to develop, form, formulate policy
17.to make, elaborate

18.to establish, introduce

19.to implement, carry out

20.to follow, pursue

21.to revise

22.to abandon

23.to reject

24.to condemn, attack

2. Answer the following questions using active vocabulary:
1.

o o

7.

8.
9.

Who defines the main objectives of internal and external policy in Russia?

2. What issues of domestic policy do you consider most important?
3.
4. Do you agree that a shift in foreign policy can shape real events in a real

What are the foreign policy priorities of the Russian Federation?

world? Could you give any examples.

Is your country's legislation in line with international law?

What kind of policy do we call myopic? Could you give examples of a short-
sighted policy?

If you were the President of a country in what case would you pursue a wait-
and-see policy?

What situation can the policy of arm-twisting be applied to?

Do you think an open-door policy could solve a labour shortage problem?
Why?/Why not?

10.Can an appeasement policy be effective? Justify your point of view.
11.What countries are known to implement flip-flop policy. Give some examples.

9



12.What kind of policy was implemented by the governments of the USSR and

the USA during the Cold War? Why was it condemned?

3. Choose politics or policy:

1.

2.

3.

8.

9.

The inescapable presence of diversity and scarcity ensures that politics/ policy
IS an inevitable feature of the human condition.

At the level of actions politics/policy is reflected in the behaviour of
government — what government actually does.

To study politics/policy is in essence to study government, or, more broadly, to
study the exercise of authority.

Politics/policy is usually thought of as a “dirty” word: it brings to mind images
of trouble, disruption and even violence on the one hand, and deceit,
manipulation and lies on the other.

Politics/policy is, in essence, power: the ability to achieve a desired outcome
through whatever means.

All collective decisions result from politics/policy but the best politics/ policy
produces good, well-executed politics/ policy.

Politics/policy as the profession dealing with the management of public affairs
at every level, whether local, state, or national, conditions the very climate in
which virtually all activity is conducted.

Politics/policy is usually seen to be made through four distinct stages:
Initiation, formulation, implementation, and evaluation.

Politics/policy is associated with production, distribution and use of resources
in the course of social existence.

10.Politics/policy are almost as exciting as war, and quite as dangerous. In war,

you can only be killed once, but in politics/policy many times (W. Churchill).

Listening |1

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/features/6-minute-english/ep-190822

Does your age affect your political views?

A) Listen to the recording and answer the questions.

1. In the years since Sam first went to the elections, have Sam’s political views
changed very much?

2. Do people become more right-wing as they get older? What does James Tilley, the
professor of politics at the University of Oxford, think?

3. What are the most plausible explanations about changes in people’s political
views?

10
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4. Why might being resistant to change lead people to support more right-wing
policies? What political platform do such parties represent?

5. What is the status quo? Why does it appeal to the older generation?
6. What was the first UK general election in which 18-year-olds could vote?

A:

1929 B:1950 C:1970

7. What are your political views?

B) Listen to the recording and answer the questions.

Faces and First Impressions

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/thai/features/6-minute-english/ep-170629

1.

8.
9.

You will never have a second chance to make the first impression. What does it
mean?

. Why is it very natural to make a quick judgement about someone based on

their appearance or facial expression?
How long does he say it takes to form an impression about someone's face?
a) under one second b) one second c) six seconds

Professor Alexander Todorov from Princeton University in the US held
research on first impressions. What faces were rated as

more trustworthy?

b) more dominant?

c) more extroverted?

What is the most important attribute of a politician according to the voters?
Why are people who are less educated about politics more likely to be
influenced by appearance?

. What is the number of people who go with their gut and influence the

outcomes of elections?
In Todorov’s opinion, what useful information do faces carry?
What was the case of the Boston Symphony Orchestra in the 1950s?

10.What faces do we tend to react most positively to?

Reading |

Read the following article from The New York Times and express your own
opinion on it. Are you of the same opinion with its author or not?

The Stem and the Flower
On the one hand, there are those who are completely cynical about politics.

But, as the columnist Michael Gerson has put it, this sort of cynicism is the luxury of

11
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privileged people. If you live in a functioning society, you can say politicians are just
a bunch of crooks. But, if you live in a place without rule of law, where a walk down
a nighttime street can be terrifying, where tribalism leads to murder, you know that
politics is a vital concern.

On the other hand, there are those who form their identity around politics and
look to it to complete their natures. These overpoliticized people come in two forms:
the aspirational and the tribal. The aspirational hope that politics can transform
society and provide meaning. They were inspired by the lofty rhetoric of John F.
Kennedy’s Inaugural Address. The possibilities, he argued, were limitless: “Man
holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish all forms of human poverty.”

The problem with this lofty rhetoric is that politics can rarely deliver, so there
Is a cynical backlash when the limited realities of government reassert themselves.
This inevitable letdown is happening to a lot of President Obama’s supporters.

Then there are those who look to politics for identity. They treat their partisan
affiliation as a form of ethnicity. These people drive a lot of talk radio and television.
Not long ago, most intelligent television talk was not about politics. Shows would put
interesting people together, like Woody Allen with Billy Graham, and they’d discuss
anything under the sun.

Now most TV and radio talk is minute political analysis, while talk of culture
has shriveled. This change is driven by people who, absent other attachments, have
fallen upon partisanship to give them a sense of righteousness and belonging. This
emotional addiction can lead to auto-hysteria.

So if politics should not be nothing in life, but not everything, what should it
be? We should start by acknowledging that except for a few rare occasions — the
Civil War, the Depression — government is a slow trudge, oriented around essential
but mundane tasks.

Imagine you are going to a picnic. Government is properly in charge of
maintaining the essential background order: making sure there is a park, that it is
reasonably clean and safe, arranging public transportation so as many people as
possible can get to it. But if you remember the picnic afterward, these things won’t be
what you remember. You’ll remember the creative food, the interesting conversations
and the fun activities.

Government is the hard work of creating a background order, but it is not the
main substance of life. As Samuel Johnson famously put it, “How small, of all that
human hearts endure,/That part which laws or kings can cause or cure.” Government
can set the stage, but it can’t be the play.

It is just too balky an instrument. As we’re seeing even with the Obamacare
implementation, government is good at check-writing, like Social Security, but it is
not nimble in the face of complexity. It doesn’t adapt to failure well. There’s a lot of
passive-aggressive behavior. In any federal action, one administrator will think one
thing; another administrator will misunderstand and do something else; a political
operative will have a different agenda; a disgruntled fourth party will leak and
sabotage. You can’t fire anybody or close anything down. It’s hard to use economic

12



incentives to get people moving in one direction. Governing is the noble but hard job
of trying to get anything done under a permanent condition of Murphy’s Law.

So one’s attitude toward politics should be a passionate devotion to a mundane
and limited thing. Government is essential, but, to switch metaphors ridiculously, it’s
the stem of the flower, not the bloom. The best government is boring, gradual and
orderly. It’s steady reform, not exciting transformation. It’s keeping the peace and
promoting justice and creating a background setting for mobility, but it doesn’t
deliver meaning.

| figure that unless you are in the business of politics, covering it or
columnizing about it, politics should take up maybe a tenth corner of a good citizen’s
mind. The rest should be philosophy, friendship, romance, family, culture and fun. |
wish our talk-show culture reflected that balance, and that the emotional register
around politics were more in keeping with its low but steady nature.

By DAVID BROOKS
December 2, 2013 /The New York Times

Reading |1
The public attitude to politics in Great Britain

Read the text and compare public attitudes to politics and politicians in Great
Britain and in your country. Find the statements you agree or disagree with.

Politicians in Britain do not have a good reputation. To describe someone who
Is not a professional politician as ‘a politician ' is to criticize him or her, suggesting a
lack of trustworthiness. It is not that people hate their politicians. They just regard
them with a high degree of suspicion. They do not expect them to be corrupt or to use
their position to amass personal wealth, but they do expect them to be frequently
dishonest. People are not really shocked when the government is caught lying. On the
other hand, they would be very shocked indeed if it was discovered that the
government was doing anything actually illegal. A scandal such as the Watergate
affair in the USA in the early 1970s would endanger the stability of the whole of
political life. The first rule of politics is ‘Never Believe Anything Until It's Been
Officially Denied'.

The lack of enthusiasm for politicians may be seen in the fact that surveys have
shown a general ignorance of who they are. More than half of the adults in Britain do
not know the name of their local Member of Parliament (MP), even though there is
just one of these for each area, and quite a high proportion do not even know the
names of the important government ministers or leaders of the major political parties.

The British were not always so unenthusiastic. In centuries past, it was a
maxim of gentlemen's clubs that nobody should mention politics or religion in a
polite conversation. If anybody did, there was a danger that the conversation would
become too heated, people would become bad-tempered and perhaps violent.

13



However, there has been no real possibility of a revolution or even of a radical
change in the style of government for almost two centuries now. This stability is now
generally taken for granted. Most people rarely see any reason to become passionate
about politics and nobody regards it as a ‘dangerous' topic of conversation. They are
more likely to regard it as a boring topic of conversation! However, this lack of
enthusiasm is not the same as complete disenchantment. Three-quarters of the adult
population are interested enough in politics to vote at national elections, even though
voting is not compulsory. There is a general feeling of confidence in the stability and
workability of the system.

Yes, Prime Minister is just one of many programmes and publications devoted
to political satire. All of them are consistently and bitingly critical. Moreover, their
criticism is typically not about particular policies but is directed at the attitudes of
politicians, their alleged dishonesty and disloyalty, and at the general style of political
life. Given this, you might think that people would be very angry, that there would be
loud demands that the system be cleaned up, even public demonstrations. Not at all!
The last demonstrations about such matters took place 150 years ago. You might also
think that the politicians themselves would be worried about the negative picture that
these satires paint of them. Far from it! On the back cover of the 1989 edition of
Yes, Prime Minister there is a tribute - from Margaret Thatcher, the real Prime
Minister of the country throughout the 1980s. In it, she refers to the book's “closely
observed portrayal of what goes on in the corridors of power” (suggesting it is
accurate) and how this portrayal has given her 'hours of pure joy'.

In Britain it is generally accepted that politics is a dirty business, a necessary
evil. Therefore, politicians make sure that they do not appear too keen to do the job.
They see themselves as being politicians out of a sense of public duty. That is why, in
the extract, Jim Hacker does not admit that he actually wants to be Prime Minister.
Eric and Duncan, and Jim himself, all know and accept that to be the Prime Minister
is the ultimate goal of most politicians. But for Jim Hacker to admit this openly, even
in a private conversation, would make him seem dangerously keen on power for its
own sake.

Word Study

1. Give definitions of the following words and illustrate their meaning in the
sentences of your own:
trustworthiness
dishonest
corrupt

illegal

to endanger

to resign

to imply
disenchantment
compulsory

CoNoaR~LONE
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10.ultimate

2. Comment on the meaning of the following expressions from the text:

@000 o

to regard smb. with a high degree of suspicion
to amass personal wealth

to endanger the stability

to show a general ignorance of smb./smth.

to be taken for granted

to have alleged dishonesty and disloyalty

to be keen on power for its own sake

After-reading questions:

8.

NoakowdE

9.

In what sense could the British attitude to politics be described as 'happily
cynical'?

Why do the British people regard their politicians with a high degree of
suspicion?

Do the British expect their politicians to be corrupt and dishonest?

What is the first rule of politics in Great Britain and how do you understand it?
What fact proves that the British show a general ignorance of who their
politicians are?

Have the British people always been so unenthusiastic about politics and
politicians?

Why do most British people rarely see any reason to become passionate about
politics?

10.What is people’s criticism of politics usually directed at? Why?
11.How is politics generally accepted in Great Britain?
12.What is the ultimate goal of most politicians in Great Britain?

Vocabulary

1. Some useful words and expressions connected with corruption in politics:

1.

w N

No ok

political corruption (the misuse of governmental power for illegitimate,
usually secret, private advantage)

political sleaze (dishonesty and corruption)

to be susceptible to (likely to be affected by a particular problem) political
corruption

a corruptible, bribable, buyable, crooked (inf.) politician

money-grabbing (extremely interested in getting money)

a bribe-taker

bribery (a crime of giving a benefit (money) in order to influence the conduct
of a person in a position of trust
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8. extortion (a criminal offence that occurs when a person obtains money or
property from another through coercion or intimidation)

9. patronage (the power of a government official to make appointments and
offer favors: cronyism - the practice of giving jobs to friends; nepotism - the
practice of giving jobs to relatives and family members)

10.blackmail (a criminal offence that occurs when a person obtains money or
property from another by threatening another’s reputation with the disclosure
of incriminating statements that are true or false about him/her)

11.fraud (a deception made for personal gain)

12.embezzlement (a fraudulent appropriation of property by a person to whom it
has been entrusted)

13.influence peddling (the practice of using one’s influence in government or
connection with persons in authority to obtain favors for another, usually in
return for payment)

14.money laundering (the process whereby the origin of dishonest and illegally
obtained money is concealed so that it appears to come from a legitimate
source)

15.to root out, eradicate, stamp out, combat, tackle corruption

1. Answer the following questions using active vocabulary:

1. Why are politicians susceptible to political corruption?

2. Comment on the following: “It is said that power corrupts, but actually it's
more true that power attracts the corruptible. The sane are usually attracted by
other things than power” (D. Brin).

3. What makes government officials buyable and money-grabbing?

4. If a politician is caught taking a bribe what consequences can it lead to?

5. Comment on the following: “I have often noticed that a bribe has that effect
— it changes a relation. The man who offers a bribe gives away a tittle of his
own importance; the bribe once accepted, he becomes the inferior, like a man
who has paid for a woman” (G.Green).

6. Why are government officials interested in giving jobs to their friends and
relatives? Is it a vicious practice? Can it be considered a serious offence?

7. What was Russian tycoon Berezovsky accused of by the Russian
government?

8. Is it likely to eradicate political sleaze? Why?/Why not?

9.Why is it difficult to tackle corruption in all walks of life?

10. Comment on the following: “Corruption has never been compulsory”
(A.Eden).
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Reading 111

Read the following articles from The Daily Telegraph and the BBC and express
your own opinion on them.

British Social Attitudes survey: trust in politics hits new low over MPs' expenses
scandal

Trust in politics has hit at all time low in the wake of the MPs expenses scandal as
Britain adopts a “straightforwardly cynical” attitude towards the workings of
government.

A major report published today found four in 10 people no longer trusted
politicians to put the national interest first and the majority of voters believed MPs
never told the truth.

The study — charting social attitudes over the last three decades — found that

mistrust in politics was now four times higher than it was in the mid-80s.
Researchers insisted confidence in the political system had never been particularly
high but the MPs' expenses scandal appeared to have “helped erode trust yet further”.
The disclosure will be seen as a damning verdict on public perceptions of the
workings of government in the wake of The Daily Telegraph’s investigation into
MPs' expenses.

We told how dozens of politicians exploited the system of parliamentary
allowances to fund their lifestyles and — in some cases — avoid tax.

Earlier this month, David Chaytor, the former Labour MP, pleaded guilty to three
charges of fraud after misusing £20,000 of “second home” and office allowances —
and claiming almost £13,000 for a London flat he already owned.

The former member for Bury North could face up to seven years in jail after
becoming the first MP to face a criminal trial as a result of the Telegraph’s
investigation.

In today’s study, researchers said “perhaps the biggest problem” for the current
government was how to lead Britain away from recession, despite massive 10ss in
confidence towards politics and the banking system, which has also been badly hit in
the wake of the economic downturn.

“These findings might lead one to suggest that a public that has long had its
doubts about the trustworthiness of its political class is now on the verge of being
straightforwardly cynical in its attitude towards government and politicians,” the
study said.

Four in 10 people "almost never" trust governments of any party to put the
national interest first, up from the previous all time high of 34 per cent, according to
research.

And the banking crisis has resulted in a "catastrophic falling away in public
confidence in the banks". In 1983, 90 per cent of people believed banks were well run
but this plummeted to just 19 per cent last year.

13 December 2010, the Daily Telegraph
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Public attitude towards politics worsening, says Hansard survey

The public are "disgruntled, disillusioned and disengaged” with politics,
according to an annual survey by the Hansard Society.

Only 9% of the Brits trust politicians either a great deal or a lot, compared to 58%
who trust the police the same amount. One in five of them trusts governments of any
party all or most of the time.

Interviews with 1,163 people found that only 42% were interested in politics -
down from 58% last year and the lowest since the survey began nine years ago.
Meanwhile, coalition government becoming a reality has not led to fondness - the
amount of people who think a coalition government is best for Britain is down from
40% in 2010 to 28% - and much lower than is high of 50% in 1995. Meanwhile, only
27% want to change the voting system, down from 41% in 2010 and the lowest score
since 1983.

The political engagement audit is carried out annually by Hansard.

The society said "the public's growing sense of indifference to politics" had
"hardened into something more serious”.

The survey found that:

« 42% of people said they were interested in politics - down 16% on 2010 and
the lowest figure since the audit was first carried out

. 48% of people said they would definitely vote if a general election was called
tomorrow - down 10% from last year and again, the lowest figure in the audit's
history

« 30% said they were unlikely or absolutely certain not to vote - up 10% from
2010

« 24% of people believe the current system of coalition government is working

"reasonably well" - a fall of 7%

« 56% agree their involvement in politics locally could bring about change, but
only 38% actually want to be involved

The audit also uncovered variations in attitudes according to political party
allegiance.

While just 29% of Liberal Democrat supporters thought the coalition was
working well - down 4% from last year - 56% of Conservatives were happy with it, a
rise of 10%.

Dr Ruth Fox, director of the Hansard Society's parliament and government
programme, said: "2011 was one of the most turbulent and momentous years in
recent history, but it appears that the economic crisis, the summer riots and phone
hacking did not lead to any greater interest in or knowledge of politics.

"The public seem to be disgruntled, disillusioned and disengaged. Thus far,
coalition politics does not appear to have been good for public engagement.

"Worryingly, only a quarter of the population are satisfied with our system of
governing, which must raise questions about the long-term capacity of that system to
command public support and confidence in the future."

25 April 2012, the BBC
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Listening I11

Listen to the TED talk (00. 00— 10.00 min.) given by social scientist Alexander
Betts and answer the following questions:

Why Brexit happened and what to do next

http://www.ted.com/talks/alexander_betts why brexit_happened and_what _to do

N

o ok

8.

9.

What immense shock did Alexander Betts have on 24 June 2016?

Why did Brexit create a complete political meltdown in the UK?

Brexit highlights the fact that the British society is divided. The vote split along
lines of ...

a) Age

b) Education

c) Class

d) Geography

e) All above.

What does the Brexit vote teach people about the nature of politics today?
What two factors were given by "Leavers”, those who wanted to leave the EU?
Alexander Britts calls himself a liberal internationalist. Is he a “Leaver” or
“Remainer”?

What did the narrator reveal after he had analyzed the results of the referendum
taking into account the geographical principle?

Why did a significant majority of the Leave voters have disillusionment with
the political establishment?

Is disillusionment with the political establishment typical only of the British
society or other states as well?

10.What are positive benefits of globalization?

11.What are redistributive effects of globalization?

12.What is inclusive globalization?

13.How can social awareness of the benefits of globalization be raised among the

civil population?

Talking point

1.
2.

o

Are Russian people cynical to politics and politicians? Do they trust them?
Do Russian people regard their politicians with a high degree of suspicion,
either?

3. Do you agree that most people enter politics only to amass personal wealth?
4.

What are the reasons for going into politics? If you went into politics what
would your main reason be?

Do you know the names of your local politicians?

Have you already taken part in voting at national or local elections?
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8.

9.

Are people of Russia enthusiastic or unenthusiastic about politics and
politicians? Give reasons for your opinion.

Why has politics always been considered “a dirty business” and ‘“a necessary
evil”? Justify your opinion.

Do you agree that the ultimate goal of any politician is to become the Head of
State?

10.Do you have a feeling of confidence in the stability and workability of the

governmental system in Russia today? Why?/Why not?

Comment on the following statements:

1.
2.
3.

Politics is not an exact science...but an art.

A week is a long time in politics.

Politics is not the art of the possible. It consists in choosing between the
disastrous and the unpalatable.

4. If you want to know what a man is, place him in authority.
5.
6. Politicians are marvels of energy and principle when they are out of office, but

Politicians put themselves first, their party second and their country last.

when they get in, they simply run behind the machine.

The political machine works because it is a united minority acting against a
divided majority.

Just because you do not take an interest in politics doesn’t mean that politics
won’t take an interest in you.
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UNIT II
“POLITICAL CULTURE IN BRITAIN?”

Pre-reading guesses

Read the head of the unit. Investigate the idea of political culture.

a) Political culture encompasses both the political ideals and operating norms
of a polity. Political culture is thus the manifestation form of the psychological
and subjective dimensions of politics. A political culture is the product of both
the collective history of a political system and the life histories of the members
of the system and thus it is rooted equally in public events and private
experience

b) Study the dictionary definitions of political culture:

e the set of attitudes, beliefs and sentiments which give order and
meaning to a political process and which provide the underlying
assumptions and rules that govern behaviour in the political system

The International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences

e the attitudes, beliefs, and values which underpin the operation of a
particular political system
Oxford Concise Dictionary of Politics

e Political culture is the political psychology of a country or nation.
Political culture studies attempt to uncover deep-seated, long-held
values characteristic of a society or group rather than ephemeral
attitudes toward specific issues that might be gathered through
public-opinion surveys

Encyclopedia Britannica

e Political culture is a particular pattern of orientations to political
action’, a ‘set of meanings and purposes’ within which every
political system is embedded. Political culture therefore refers to the
beliefs, values and expressive symbols (the ‘flag’, the monarchy, and
so on) that comprise the emotional and attitudinal context of
political activity

The Blackwell Dictionary of Modern Social Thought

c¢) Underline the similarities and circle the differences.
d) Suggest your own definition of political culture.
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Listening |

Warm up

Do the following quiz.

w N

NGk

9.

THE UK QUIZ
What is the difference between the UK, GB, Britain and the British Isles?
the UK
Great Britain
Britain

The British Isles

What are the capitals of the parts of the UK?

What is the population of the UK? What part of the UK has the smallest
population?

When did Scotland become a part of Great Britain?

What is Cymraeg?

The flag of which part of the UK is not included in the British flag? Why so?
What is the national flower of England? Why so?

The national flower of Scotland is a symbol of defence. The Highest Order of
..... (flower) knighthood was founded in 1687 and was given to Scottish
noblemen. What is the name of the flower?

The national emblem of Northern Ireland is shamrock. What Christian doctrine
does it illustrate?

10.The Welsh have 2 symbols — a daffodil and ....... (the kind of onion).

Watch the video check what questions you have seen answers to.

The UK: Four nations

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCGbC67Yp3l

Reading |

National emblems of UK

The United Kingdom (abbreviated from ‘The United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland) is the political name of the country which consists of England,
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (sometimes known as Ulster).

Great Britain is the name of the island which is made up of England, Scotland,

Wales, whereas the British Isles is the geographical name of all the islands off the
north west coast of the European continent (Great Britain, Ireland, The Channel
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Islands and the Isle of Man). In everyday speech “Britain” is used to mean the United
Kingdom.

The flag of the United Kingdom, known as the Union Jack, is made up of three
crosses. The upright red cross on a white background is the cross of St. George, the
patron saint of England. The white diagonal cross on a blue background is the cross
of St. Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland. The red diagonal cross on a white
background is the cross of St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland.

The Welsh flag, called the Welsh dragon, represents a red dragon on a white
and green background.

St. George’s Day falls on 23 April and is regarded as England’s national day.
On this day some patriotic Englishmen wear a rose pinned to their jackets. A red rose
is the national emblem of England from the time of the Wars of the Roses (15"
century).

St. Andrew’s Day (30 November) is regarded as Scotland’s national day. On
this day some Scotsmen wear a thistle in their buttonhole. As a national emblem of
Scotland, thistle was apparently first used in the 15" century as a symbol of defence.
The Order of the Thistle is one of highest orders of knighthood. It was founded in
1687, and is mainly given to Scottish noblemen (limited to 16 in number).

St. Patrick’s Day (17 March) is considered as a national day in Northern
Ireland and an official bank holiday there. The national emblem of Ireland is
shamrock. According to legend, it was the plant chosen by St. Patrick to illustrate the
Christian doctrine of the Trinity to the Irish.

St. David’s Day (1 March) is the church festival of St. David, a 6"-century
monk and bishop, the patron of Wales. The day is regarded as the national holiday of
Wales, although it is not an official bank holiday.

On this day, however, many Welshmen wear either a yellow daffodil or a leek
pinned to their jackets, as both plants are traditionally regarded as national emblems
of Wales.

In the Royal Arms three lions symbolize England, a lion rampant — Scotland,
and a harp — Ireland. The whole is encircled with the Garter and is supported by a
lion and a unicorn. The lion has been used as a symbol of national strength and of the
British monarchy for many centuries. The unicorn, a mythical animal that looks like a
horse with a long straight horn, has appeared on the Scottish and British coats of arms
for many centuries and is a symbol of purity.

Word study

Find in the text words/ word-phrases for the following Russian equivalents
1. TopkecTBEHHasi peyb
2. OCHOBaHHE
3. MOKpPOBUTEIH
4. mpukanbiBaTh OyJIaBKON
5. 4YepTOIOoIoX
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apuCTOKpaT
KJIEBEp

IIEPKOBHBIN Tpa3THUK

9. Hapmmcc

10.crosAmmii Ha 3aJHUX J1anax

11.enqunopor
12.rep6

o N

After-reading questions:

1. How many parts does the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern

Ireland consist of?

2. What is Northern Ireland called?

3. What is the name of the British national flag?

4. What parts does it include?

5. What does the Welsh flag represent?

6. When is the national day of England? What do people do on this day?

7. Which holiday is celebrated on 30 November? What is the national emblem?
8. When does Northern Ireland celebrate its national day?
9. What kind of holiday is St. David’s Day?
10. What do three lions symbolize in the Royal Coat of Arms?

Reading I1
Political culture in Britain (Part I)

Pre-reading questions:
1. What makes Britain unique as a democratic state?
2. What do you know about British political culture?
3. How can you characterise the British political life?

Britain has a long history of independent existence as a more or less united
nation. It has a strong commitment to democracy, with its representative institutions
of government, based on regular and free elections, in addition to strong liberal
values about individual rights and responsibilities. It was the first parliamentary
democracy in Europe, so that many of the other countries modelled their institutions,
party system and methods on the British experience. In particular, the Westminster
model was exported to many of the colonies and territories of the old Empire, when
countries became independent.

The British have traditionally preferred to use parliamentary channels rather
than the anti-parliamentary politics of street demonstrations, direct action and
terrorist violence. People generally accept the main institutions of state and the idea
that issues should be resolved through the ballot box and not by the bullet and the
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bomb, even if at various times individuals and groups in parts of Ireland have not
subscribed to that preference. People have been willing to place trust in the political
elite that rules them, so that social deference (respect for or compliance with the
wishes of those in authority) has often been mentioned as a source of British
conformity and acquiescence in the status quo.

Continuity is another key element in British political life. It affects not just the
hereditary monarchy and the House of Lords, which until 1999 had a large hereditary
element, but other institutions that also have a long history. The country has not been
a prey to the internal turmoil, revolutionary dissent or occupation by a foreign power
which many of our continental neighbours have experienced. Relatively free from
upheaval, the British have enjoyed a stable political system, in which the past presses
heavily on the present practice. Evolutionary rather than revolutionary change has
been preferred. The British have a preference for pragmatism over ideology and
doctrine. As the country lacks a written constitution, ideas and institutions relating to
government evolved over the years, being modified as change becomes desirable or
necessary. When politicians do suggest something which is very different to what
voters are used to, such proposals are regarded with suspicion. Constitutional and
parliamentary reformers invariably find that many individuals and groups are
resistant to new thinking.

Britain's island position has affected its attitudes, with important historical,
economic and political consequences. The sea has helped to protect the country from
invasion, but has also strengthened the development of the common language and
national identity. It has made people reluctant to throw in their lot with the European
Community/Union, for Britain is separated from the continent by geography,
language and culture. In many respects it has stronger bonds with the Unites States,
with ties of historical development, defence interests, language and entertainment. To
the island Britain, trade was always important and a spur to colonial expansion — it
developed a British Empire, now the Commonwealth, so that in foreign policy it has
links with Europe (since joining the Community in 1973), the Commonwealth and
the USA.

Word study

1. Find words in the text which correspond to the following:

1. a willingness to give your time and energy to something that you believe in,

or a promise or firm decision to do something

2. respect and politeness

3. the act of obeying an order, rule, or request

4. behaviour that follows the usual standards that are expected by a group or
society
willing to do what other people want
the fact of something continuing for a long period of time without being
changed or stopped

o O
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7. to be hurt or deceived by someone or something bad

8. a state of confusion, uncertainty, or disorder

9. strong difference of opinion on a particular subject, especially about an
official suggestion or plan or a popular belief

10.a great change, especially causing or involving much difficulty, activity, or
trouble

11.the quality of dealing with a problem in a sensible way that suits the
conditions that really exist, rather than following fixed theories, ideas, or
rules

12.who a person is, or the qualities of a person or group that make them
different from others

13.something that acts as an encouragement for an activity or development

2. Translate the following word combinations into Russian and recall how
they are used in the text:

to model something on

to resolve through the ballot box

to subscribe to a preference

to be a prey to

to be free from upheaval

to have a preference for something over something else

to evolve over the years

to be regarded with suspicion

to be resistant to new thinking

to be a spur to something

o Se@ o oo o

After-reading questions:
1. What characterises Britain as a united nation?
2. What importance is attached to the fact that Britain was the first
constitutional democracy in Europe?
3. Why do the British prefer parliamentary channels rather than
demonstrations, direct action and violence?
What is a source of British conformity and acquiescence?
What is another key element in British political life?
Why does Britain have a stable political system?
How do voters treat constitutional and parliamentary reformers? Why?
What role does the island position of Britain play in shaping the British?
. Why does Britain have stronger ties with the USA?
0 What role did the trade play in the development of the British Empire?

H©9°NF”S”:'>
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Reading 111
Political culture in Britain (Part I1)

Pre-reading guesses
1. From your point of view, what characterises the British political system?
2. Do you think the British democracy can be called stable? Why/why not?
3. What attitude do the British people have to politicians in comparison with
Russia?

Political unity, stability and a tradition of independence have long been
regarded as characteristics of the British political system. So too has consensus — the
preference for agreement, cooperation and moderation. The majority of British
people have long preferred cooperation to confrontation and party politicians, once in
office, have acknowledged this and for much of the time avoided confrontationalism.
A political consensus prevailed in the post-war era through to the late 1970s, but the
procedural consensus — broad agreement about the means of conducting political
debate — has a much longer history.

British governments usually command a parliamentary majority following their
election victory. This provides them with a legitimate right to govern. The British
appear to favour strong government by leaders of united parties and often punish
divided parties at election time. Defenders of the First Past the Post electoral system
have traditionally emphasised the importance of effective and stable government by a
single party, in preference to any notions of fairness to small parties. Other than after
a result which has been particularly distorted and harsh on the Liberals or some other
third party, there has been until relatively recently little demand for change in the way
we elect our MPs.

Many people like to be led by politicians who know what they are doing and
who lead parties which are broadly in agreement about what needs to be done and the
manner and timing of doing it. Leaders such as Margaret Thatcher and Tony Blair
have both been seen as 'strong leaders', prepared to ignore the dissident voices of
some of their backbenchers and even carry out unpopular social policies. In both
cases, too, they have relished the role of war leader and statesperson on the global
stage. Such has been the power of British administrations in the post-war era that
writers have claimed we have an 'elective dictatorship’. British government has a
reputation among commentators for being powerful and centralised, so that
opposition in the House of Commons can be ignored — particularly if the majority is a
large one. Ministers can use the government majority to push through fundamental
changes in British life, if it is their will so to do.

Yet alongside the preference for strong government, there is also an attitude of
tolerance towards the expression of alternative and minority opinions, with a clear
recognition of the right — duty — of the Opposition to oppose. The existence of an
official Opposition party in the House symbolises a commitment to free speech and
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the rights of personal liberty. Individual freedom is a much-cherished value.
Whenever suggestions are made which appear to make an inroad into that attachment,
there tends to be an outcry that is not just confined to civil libertarians.  In a more
dangerous age, people have had to get used to more security checks at airports, but
Issues such as alleged tapping of telephones, proposals for greater police surveillance,
speed cameras to control the way we drive, the abandonment of juries in some court
trials and the possible introduction of ID cards cause such resentment, if not actual
resistance. British people do not like having to prove who they are and the idea of
carrying 'papers' goes ‘against the grain'. Neither do they like unnecessary regulations
which deny them access or tell how something should be done.

In spite of the growth of a less deferential, more questioning attitude and a
willingness on occasion to resort to direct action, there is still no great desire on the
part of the majority for radical change. There remains a broad — if declining —
acceptance of the institutions of government and a preference for democratic
methods. Madgwick has described the way in which ‘the British people stumble on,
resilient, tolerant, hopeful, confused, but with a remarkable capacity for putting up
with discontent for fear of worse, and defying the political scientists to penetrate the
secret of the ambivalent political attitudes which have sustained their stable
democracy'.

Word study

1. Find the words in the text which mean the following:

the quality of doing something within reasonable limits

to be common among a group of people or area at a particular time

allowed by law

to change something from its usual, original, natural, or intended

meaning, condition, or shape

a person who publicly disagrees with and criticizes their government

to like or enjoy something

to intentionally not listen or give attention to

to cause a plan or suggestion to be officially accepted or put into use

a strong expression of anger and disapproval about something, made by

a group of people or by the public

j. aperson who believes that people should be free to think and behave as
they want and should not have limits put on them by governments

k. the feeling of anger because you have been forced to accept someone or
something that you do not like

I. the act of fighting against something that is attacking you, or refusing to
accept something

m. able to quickly return to a previous good condition

to tell someone to do something that you think will be impossible

oo
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0. having two opposing feelings at the same time, or being uncertain about
how you feel

2. Find synonyms for the following words from the text:
to abstain
to control
to prefer
to discount
cardinal

to refuse
respectful
waning
unbigoted
disoriented

S Q@ oo o0 o

After-reading questions:

What characterises the British political system?

Why do British politicians try to avoid confrontationalism?

Why do the British favour strong governments?

What politicians are preferred by many people and why?

What reputation does the British government have among commentators?
Why is the Opposition party important?

What value is much cherished by the British?

What causes much resentment among British people?

Does there remain a broad acceptance of the institutions of government and
a preference for democratic methods? Why?

10.How are the British described by Madgwick?

©CoNoRWWNE

Talking Point

Compare the political culture in Great Britain and Russia taking into
consideration the following: characteristics of the political system; the procedural
consensus; the role of state leaders; the expression of alternative and minority
opinions; strengthening of security and identification measures; readiness to resort
to direct action.

Writing

Write a short essay where you compare the political cultures of these two
countries
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UNIT 111
“DEMOCRACY.
THE BRITISH STYLE OF DEMOCRACY”

Pre-reading guesses

I. Read the head of the unit. Investigate the idea of democracy.
a) What words and phrases are related to “democracy’?
b) Study the dictionary definitions of democracy:
e government by the people, or by elected representatives of the people;
Longman Dictionary of English Language and Culture

e government by the people, exercised either directly or through elected
representatives;
American Heritage Dictionary
e a system of government in which power is vested in the people, who rule
either directly or through freely elected representatives;
American Heritage New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy, Third Edition

e agovernment in which the supreme power is vested in the people and
exercised by them directly or indirectly through a system of
representation usually involving periodically held free elections.
Meriam Webster's Dictionary of Law

¢) Underline the similarities and circle the differences.

d) Give your own definition of “democracy”.

e) In groups of three or four compare and contrast your notes. Report back to the
class different points of view.

f) Compare your definition with the dictionary ones.

g) What role does democracy play in the modern world?

Listening |
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6jgWxkbR7A

Democracy — a short introduction

Watch the video and answer the following questions:
1. What does the word democracy mean?

2. Where was the birthplace of direct democracy?
3. Who were not allowed to vote in ancient Greece?
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What important document was signed in England in 1215?

What is the difference between direct and indirect democracy?

How is power divided in representative democracy?

What is the general will?

What is one of the problems of democratic voting?

What did W. Churchill mean by saying Democracy is the worst form of
government except for all those forms which have been tried from time to time.

10.Express your ideas on democracy in your country.

Vocabulary in use

1. Some useful words and expressions with democracy:

NoakowdE

to form, establish, build democracy

to reach, increase, achieve democracy

to practice, maintain, strengthen democracy

to promote, spread democracy

genuine, true, consolidated, developed, meaningful democracy
constitutional, parliamentary, multiparty democracy

fledgling, fragile, infant, immature, democracy

2. Answer the following questions using active vocabulary:

SohkowdpE

9.
10.

What steps should be made to build democracy?

Is it easy to increase democracy?

Is democracy effectively maintained in the Russian Federation?

Were you a governor what would you do to promote democracy in Russia?
Can you give any examples of countries with genuine democracy?

What is understood by constitutional democracy? Think of the countries
having such type of democracy.

Do you know any countries with parliamentary democracy? What features are
typical of such states?

Three decades ago, less than 30% of the countries of the world were
democratic. Today more than 60% have governments produced by some form
of elections. Does it mean that democracy is consolidated in all these
countries?

What is necessary for a fledgling democracy to establish firm roots?

What problems of democratic transition do there exist in your country? What
obstacles is your country still facing?

3. Study the following issues peculiar for a democratic state. Try to explain their
meaning, give the examples of your own with these expressions

Key features of democracy:

1.

universal franchise/ suffrage
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rule on people's behalf

rule of law

a system of checks and balances
separation of power

pluralism

equality before the law

Noakowd

Conditions (prerequisites)
1. competitive market economy
2. developed middle class
3. informed, committed society
4. citizens' political involvement through various groups of civil society
5. political parties/ trade unions articulate/ promote/ secure/ advance interests
of the people

4. Which of the features and conditions does Russia have to form democracy?

5. Which of them does it lack to establish true democracy? Analyze the
conditions for building a consolidated democracy, fairness of elections, the
presence of democratic institutions and the rule of law. Think of the reasons for
their absence.

Listening |1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qi-getj3JX8

Key features of democracy
Watch the video and answer the following questions:

1. What are the key features of democracy? Choose them from the list below:
1) Independent mass media
2) Respect for human rights
3) Multi-party system
4) Elected head of state
5) Fair elections
6) The rule of law
7) Independent courts
8) Separation of power
9) Democratic governance
10) Citizen participation
2. Why do most countries have constitutions?
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3. Why does the existence of different political parties an important component of
a democratic state?

What is political tolerance?

Why are regular elections held in any democratic state?

What does the rule of law stand for?

Continue the phrase Nobody is exempt ...., or .... the law.

How is democratic government organized and how does it function?

. What are the principles of democratic governance?

10 How do people participate in the social and political life?

©ooNoOR

Reading |
Democracy
Pre-reading activities

Read the following text:

Democracy is a powerful system for social and political organization, which

has spread around the world and takes many different forms.
Actually any democratic state assumes having a system, in which citizens freely
make political decisions by majority rule. However, rule by the majority is not
democratic: no one would call a system fair if 51 per cent of the population are
permitted to oppress the remaining 49 per cent in the name of the majority. In a
democratic society majority rule must be together with guarantees of individual or
human rights that serve to protect the rights of minorities (ethnic, political, religious).

Democracy is more than a set of constitutional rules and procedures that
determine how a government functions. Democracy includes not only government
but also different institutions, political parties, organizations. This diversity is called
pluralism, and it means that the many organized groups and institutions in a
democratic society do not depend on government for their existence, legitimacy,
authority.

These groups represent the interests of their members in many ways. They
support candidates for public office, debate issues, try to influence political decisions.
With the help of such groups individuals have an avenue for participation both in
government and in their own communities. The examples of such organizations are
charitable, environmental groups, churches, business associations and labour unions.

Word Study

I. Find in the text English equivalents of the following words and word-
combinations, restore the context of their use:

1. HpI/IHI/IMaTB ITOJIUTHUYCCKUC peHIeHI/ISI

2. TIOJABJISATH
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o0cCy>XaaTh MpoOIeMbl

podcoro3

I1. Match the words with their definitions. Use these words in the sentences of

our own:
1. a guarantee a. to discuss a subject formally when you are trying to make a
2. human rights | decision or find a solution;

3. to function b. a formal and firm promise that smth will be done or will happen;

4. a procedure c. the correct or normal way of doing smth
5.inthe name of |d. the basic rights which every person has to be treated in a fair,
6. to debate equal way without cruelty, especially by their government;

e. doing smth as smn else's representative;
f. to work in the way smth is supposed to.

After-reading questions:

1.
2. How do majority rule and minority rights operate in democracies?
3. What does democracy include?

4,

5. What role do different groups play in establishing democracy?

What is democracy?

What are characteristic features of a democratic society?

Talking point
I. Study the following pillars of democracy. Explain each of them.

1.

sovereignty of the people;

2. government based on consent of the governed,;
3. majority rule;

4. minority right;

5. guarantee of basic human rights;

6.
7
8
9.
1

free and fair elections;

. equality before the law;
. constitutional limits on government;

social, economic and political pluralism;

0.value of tolerance, pragmatism, cooperation and compromise.
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Il. Read the following quotes of famous politicians, philosophers and writers.
Do you agree or disagree with them? Give your arguments.

1. Democracy is the rule of the people, by the people and for the people (Abraham

Lincoln).

2. Democracy opens mouths but cannot fill them (Leonid Sukhorukov).

3. Democracy is a very admirable form of government — for dogs (Edgar Allan
Poe).

II1. Make up a monologue “The Nature of Democracy” using the information
from the text and active vocabulary from “Vocabulary in Use”.

Reading I1
Three Types of Democracy
Pre-reading activities

Pronunciation
Consult the dictionary to check the pronunciation of the proper names:

China

Cuba

Europe — European
Asia — Asian

Latin America

the Soviet Union

the Communist party
Avristotle

Greece — Greek

CoNoarwdE

Read the following text and summarize the basic features of the three types of
democracy.

Democracy is a word used to describe at least three political systems. In one
system the government is said to be democratic if its decisions serve the 'true interests
' of the people whether or not those people directly affect the making of those
decisions. It is by using this definition of democracy that various authoritarian
regimes — China, Cuba, and certain European, Asian, and Latin American
dictatorships — have been able to claim that they were “democratic”. Presidents of the
now-defunct Soviet Union, for example, used to claim that they operated on the
principle of democratic centralism. Democracy consisted in the fact that the highest
body of the Party was its congress to which delegates were elected by local
organization. In theory at least, therefore, although party members were bound to
carry out a policy once it had been adopted, there was room for democratic input in
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the pre-congress discussion and elections. In practice, criticism of party leaders under
any circumstances was considered disloyal and grounds for expulsion. Thus, the true
interests of the masses were discovered through discussion within the Communist
party and then decisions were made under central leadership to serve those interests.
The collapse of the Soviet Union occurred in part because many average Russians
doubted that the Communist party knew or would act in support of the people's true
interests.

Second, the term democracy is used to describe those regimes that come as
close as possible to Aristotle's definition — the “rule of the many”. A government is
democratic if all, or most, of its citizens participate directly in either holding office or
making policy. This is often called direct or participatory democracy. In Aristitle's
time — Greece in the 4" century B.C. - such a government was possible. The Greek
city-state, or polis, was quite small, and within it citizenship was extended to all free
adult male property holders. (Slaves, women, minors, and those without property
were excluded from participation in government.) in more recent times the New
England town meeting approximates the Aristotelian ideal. In such a meeting the
adult citizens of a community gather once or twice a year to vote directly on all major
issues and expenditures of the town. As towns have become larger and issues more
complicated, many town governments have abandoned the pure town meeting (in
which a larger number of elected representatives, perhaps two or three hundred, meet
to vote on town affairs) or representative government (in which a small number of
elected city councillors make decisions).

The third definition of democracy is the principle of governance of most
nations that are called democratic. It was most concisely stated by economist Joseph
Schumpeter :” The democratic method is that institutional arrangement for arriving at
political decisions in which individual (that's leaders) acquire the power to decide by
means of a competitive struggle for the people's vote.” Sometimes the method is
called approvingly representative democracy (Representative democracy is any
system of government in which leaders are authorised to make decisions by winning
a competitive struggle for the popular vote.); at other times it is referred to,
disapprovingly, as the elitist theory of democracy. It is justified to be one or both of
two arguments: first, it is impractical, owing to limits of time, information, energy,
interest, and expertise, for the people to decide on public policy, but it is not
impractical to expect them to make reasonable choices among competing leadership
groups. Second, some people believe that direct democracy is likely to lead to bad
decisions because people often decide large issues on the basis of fleeting passions
and in response to popular demagogues. This fear of direct democracy persists today,
as can be seen from the statements of those who do not like what the voters have
decided. For example, politicians who favored Proposition 13, the referendum
measure that in 1978 sharply cut property taxes in California, spoke approvingly of
the “will of the people”. Politicians who disliked Proposition 13 spoke disdainfully of
“mass hysteria”.
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Word Study

Find the words in the text above that man the following:

1. not existing any more

2. to fail

3. to be similar to but not exactly the same as smth.

4. the total amount of money that a government spends during a particular
period of time
used to say when showing agreement for smth.
used to say when showing that you do not respect someone or smth. that
they are unimportant

e

After-reading questions

What three kinds of democracy are described in the text?

What is understood by “democratic centralism™?

Can we speak about a “democratic” aspect of this principle?

What is “the rule of the many”?

Where was direct or participatory democracy possible? Why so?

What are the advantages and disadvantages of direct democracy?

What are the advantages and disadvantaged of representative democracy?

NogabkowdE

Listening I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sO0EhG1Bk7ZQ

How democratic is your country?

Watch the video and answer the following questions:

1. What 5 categories is the index of democracy measured by:
e Electoral process
e Rule on people’s behalf
e Political pluralism
e The functioning of government
e Civil liberties
¢ Independent courts
e Political participation
e Political culture
2. What is the most/least democratic country in the world?
3. What percentage of countries is full, consolidated and mature democracies?
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4. Why can’t people take democracy for granted any more?
5. If democracy retreats, why is political participation going up?
6. What is the most improved indicator of democracy?

Reading 111
The Style of Democracy in Great Britain

Pre-reading guesses
1. What is understood by democracy?
2. Do there exist different kinds of democracy? What are they?
3. What is known to you about the British style of democracy?

The British are said to have a high respect for the law. Although they may not
have much respect for the present institutions of the law, this reputation is more or
less true with respect to the principle of law. Of course, lots of crimes are committed,
as in any other country, but there is little systematic law-breaking by large sections of
the population. For example, tax evasion is not the national pastime that it is said to
be in some countries.

However, while 'the law' as a concept is largely respected, the British are
comparatively unenthusiastic about making new laws. The general feeling is that,
while you have to have laws sometimes, wherever possible it is best to do without
them. In many aspects of life the country has comparatively few rules and
regulations. This lack of regulation works both ways. Just as there are comparatively
few rules telling the individual what he or she must or must not do, so there are
comparatively few rules telling the government what it can or cannot do. Two unique
aspects of British life will make this clear.

First, Britain is one of the very few European countries whose citizens do not
have identity cards. Before the 1970s, when tourism to foreign countries became
popular (and so the holding of passports became more common), most people in the
country went through life without owing a document whose purpose was to identify
them. British people are not obliged to carry identification with them. You do not
have to have your driving license with you in your car. If the police ask to see it, you
have twenty-four hours to take it to them.

Second, though there is a law (a Freedom of Information Act) which obliges a
government authority or agency to show you what information it has collected about
you, there is also a law (called the Official Secrets Act) which obliges many
government employees not to tell anyone about the details of their work”. It seems

* In 1992 the existence of Ml 6, the British Secret Service, was publicly admitted by the government for the first
time. Nobody was surprised. Everybody already knew that there was a secret service, and that its name was Ml 6.
But the admission itself was a surprise. British government do not like public revelations of their activities, even if
these are no longer secret. (In this case, the reason for the new openness was that, with the cold war over, MI 6 had
to start justifying why it needed money from taxpayers.)
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that in Britain, both your own identity and the information which the government has
about your identity are regarded as, in sense, private matters.

These two aspects are characteristic of the relationship in Britain between the
individual and the state. To a large degree, the traditional assumption is that both
should leave each other alone as much as possible. The duties of the individual
towards the state are confined to not breaking the law and paying taxes. There is no
national service (military or otherwise); people are not obliged to vote at elections if
they can't be bothered; people do not have to register their change of address with any
government authority when they move house.

Similarly, the government in Britain has a comparatively free hand. It would be
correct to call the country 'a democracy' in the generally accepted sense of this word.
But in Britain this democracy involves less participation by ordinary citizens in
governing and lawmaking than it does in many other countries. There is no concept
of these things being done 'by the people'. If the government wants to make an
important change in the way that the country is run — to change, for example, the
electoral system of the powers of the Prime Minister — it does not have to ask the
people. It does not even have to have a special vote in Parliament with an especially
high proportion of MPs in favour. It just needs to get Parliament to agree in the same
way as for any new law.

In many countries an important constitutional change cannot be made without a
referendum in which everybody in the country has the chance to vote 'yes' or 'no'. In
other countries, such as the USA, people often have the chance to vote on particular
proposals for changing laws that directly affect their everyday life, on smoking in
public places or the location of a new hospital, for example. Nothing like this
happens in Britain. There has only been one countrywide referendum in British
history (in 1975 on whether the country should stay in the European Community). In
Britain democracy has meant that the people have a hand in the running of the
country; rather it means that the people choose who is to govern the country, and then
let them get on with it.

Word Study

1. Match the words from the text with their definitions:

1. principle a. smth. taken for granted, supposed, but not proved

2. concept b. an offer put forward for consideration as a suggestion, plan or
3. rule purpose

4. regulation c. finding a way of not doing smth.

5. identification |d. general law of cause and effect

6. assumption |e. person or group of people having power to give orders and make

For years during the 1980s, for instance, the government successfully prevented the publication in Britain of the
book Spycatcher (the memories of an MI 6 agent) even though, by the end of the decade, it had already been
published in several other countries and could therefore not contain any genuine secrets. Eventually, in 1991, the
European Court ruled that publication should be allowed in Britain too.
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7. referendum  people obey

8. proposal f. general notion
9. evasion g. proof, finding out who or what smb. is
10.authority h. authoritative direction

I. law or custom which guides or controls behaviour or action
J. putting a political question to a direct vote of the electorate

2. Find the following words and word-combinations in the text and explain their
meanings in the sentences of your own:

to commit a crime

an identity card

to be obliged to do smth.

tax evasion

to be confined to

to have a hand in smth.

ok wdE

After-reading questions
1. Why are the British people unenthusiastic about making laws?
2. What two unique aspects are characteristic of the relationship between the
individual and the state in Britain?
Do the British have identity cards?
What is the Official Secrets Act?
What are the duties of the individual towards the state confined to?
Why don't ordinary people in Britain participate much in governing and
lawmaking of the country?
7. Can an important constitutional change be made without a referendum in
Britain?
8. Has there ever any referendum been held in Great Britain?
9. What was the countrywide referendum of 1975 in Britain devoted to?
10.What does the British democracy mean?

©o ok w

Talking point

1. Compare the attitudes of the Russian and the British people towards the law.

2. What are the advantages and disadvantages of having few rules and
regulations?

3. Can you say that there is a lack of regulations in Russia?

4. Compare the role of identity cards in Britain and in Russia.

5. How can you characterize the relationship between the individual and the state
in Russia?

6. How do Russian citizens participate in governing and lawmaking of the
country?
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7. In what case is a referendum held in Russia? What was the last referendum
devoted to?
8. Do you think that democracy is suitable for Russia? Why? / Why not?

Listening 1V

https://www.ted.com/talks/brett_hennig_what_if we_replaced_politicians_with_randomi
y_selected people/transcript

What if we replaced politicians with randomly selected people?

TED 2018 Brett Hennig

If you think democracy is broken, here's an idea: let's replace politicians with
randomly selected people. Author and activist Brett Hennig presents a compelling
case for sortition democracy, or random selection of government officials -- a system
with roots in ancient Athens that taps into the wisdom of the crowd and entrusts
ordinary people with making balanced decisions for the greater good of everyone.
Sound crazy? Learn more about how it could work to create a world free of partisan
politics.

Vocabulary

1) to address (a problem)

2) benevolent

3) to go into hibernation

4) to be distorted by

5) to get smb. to do smth.

6) at random

7) to be on tap but not on top

8) to confront a wide array of problems

9) resurgence

10) to patch over the cracks (in the political system)

1.
2.

What important question does Brett raise in his TED talk?

What outstanding figures tried to answer this significant question? What were their
suggestions?

Why, in your opinion, has the 20th century been called the century of democracy's
triumph?
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9.

Do you agree with the opinion of those, who think that our politics is broken, our
politicians aren't trusted, and the political system is distorted by powerful vested
interests?

What two options does Brett Hennig offer in order to fix the broken system of liberal
democracy so that it will truly serve the interests of people?

What advantages would there be if we replaced elections with “sortation” or “random
selection” of people in parliament? Are there any side effects of this process?

When and where did “sortation” or “random selection” appear?

The rediscovery of the legitimacy of random selection in politics has become
common lately. What examples are given by Brett in his talk?

Does the idea of populating parliament with randomly selected people seem an
appealing and promising one? Why?/Why not?

10.What is your idea of democracy in the 21% century? Express your opinion.

Speaking

Comment on the following statements:

1. “Many forms of Government have been tried, and will be tried in this world of
sin and woe. No one pretends that democracy is perfect or all-wise. Indeed, it
has been said that democracy is the worst form of Government except for all
those other forms that have been tried from time to time." (Speech in the House
of Commons, 11 November 1947) — (Winston Churchill: Collected Speeches
in Peace and War, 1897-1963).

2. Democracy substitutes election by the incompetent many for appointment by
the corrupt few (George Bernard Shaw (1856 - 1950), Man and Superman
(1903) "Maxims for Revolutionists").

3. It's not the voting that's democracy, it's the counting (Tom Stoppard (1937-),
Jumpers (1972) act 1).

4. “The best argument against democracy is a five-minute conversation with the
average voter” (Winston Churchill).

5. “All the ills of democracy can be cured by more democracy” (Alfred E Smith).
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UNIT IV

BRITISH CONSTITUTION

Part 1

What is Constitution

Pre-reading guesses

Investigate the idea of a constitution.

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.
6.

Write down some words and phrases related to constitution.

Give your own definition of constitution.

In groups of three or four compare and contrast your notes. Discuss and report

back to the class the different points of view.

Study the dictionary definitions of constitution:

- the system of basic laws and principles that a democratic country is
governed by, which can’t be easily changed by the political party in
power;

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English

- the set of fundamental rules governing the politics of a nation or
subnational body;

Oxford Concise Dictionary of Politics

- the system of laws and principles according to which a country or
organization is governed.

Longman Dictionary of English Language and Culture

Underline the similarities and circle the differences.

Compare your definition with the dictionary ones.

Listening |

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UzKD8rZCc0

N OAWNE

What is a Constitution?
Why do people need a Constitution?
What fundamental things do people need as human beings?
What can power without limits lead to?
What can ensure a good government?
What rules does a constitution provide?
Why is it difficult to change a Constitution?
Why does any state adopt a Constitution when it is established?
If a democratic government is overthrown, what is the first thing the coup
leaders do and why?
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9. How does a Constitution organize and constrain power?

10.Why is it important to maintain a strict separation between the political
institutions and neutral permanent institutions?

11.How does a Constitution protect human rights?

12.What is a nation-building function of a Constitution?

Vocabulary in Use

I. Some useful verbs and expressions that are used to describe the main functions
of a constitution:

1. to set out the formal structure of the state

2. to establish (to institute) the duties, powers and functions of government

institutions

3. to regulate relations between government institutions

4. to list (to enumerate, to specify) the rights of citizens

5. to define the relationship between the individual and the state

I1. Nouns which are used with the adjective constitutional:
arrangements
conflict
court

dispute
framework(s)
freedoms
guarantees
law

9. order
10.principles
11.protection
12.reform
13.regime
14.rights

15.rule

O~NO kWD E

I11. Verbs most frequently used with constitution:
noun+verb
1. to codify
to come into being, to come into force
to constrain
to cover
to declare
to define
to empower

No ko
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8. to envisage, to provide
9. to grant power to
10.to vest power in

11.to lay down, to establish
12.to legitimize

13.to proclaim

14.to protect

15.to regulate

16.to set out , to set forth
17.to specify

18.to take effect

verb+noun

to abolish
to adopt

to amend
to approve/ to endorse
to change
to draft

to draw up
to elaborate
9. to enact
10.to observe
11.to ratify
12.to reject
13.to revise
14.to suspend
15.to violate

NGk~ owdE

V. People who write constitutions:
1. constitution-makers
2. law-makers
3. legislators
4. founders of the constitution

V. Prepositional phrases with constitution:
1. under the constitution
2. in accordance with/ according to
3. inviolation of
4. to be contrary to/ to be in contradiction with the constitution

V1. The Structure of the Constitution:
1. A preamble that usually starts with a declaration of principles and proclaims
ideological priorities. Preambles often function as statements of national ideas.
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2. An organizational section usually consists of chapters and sets out the powers
of various institutions of government.

3. ADill of rights that covers individual or sometimes group rights.

4. Procedures for amendment that define the rules for revising the constitution.

VI1I. The most important functions of the constitution:

1. to empower states (give power to) — the constitutions mark out the existence
of states and give them formal jurisdiction over a particular territory or a
governing apparatus;

2. to establish unifying values and goals — constitutions formulate a regime’s
ideology and an underlying set of values;

3. to provide government stability — constitutions formalize and regulate the
relationships between political bodies and provide mechanisms through which
conflicts can be resolved:;

4. to protect freedom — the central purpose of constitutions in democracies is to
constrain government, protect individual liberty and guarantee civil liberties;

5. to legitimize regime - the existence of a constitution is essential for
international recognition.

VIIl. Complete the sentences with one of the following words. Use the correct
form of the verbs.

establish, adopt, legitimize, set out(2), amend(2), ratify, enact, constrain, establish,
vest in, suspend, under the Constitution.

1. The US Constitution was ........ on September 17, 1784.

2. Itwas ........ by the states in 1788.

3. Itwas ........ 27 times.

4. The constitution ........ the formal structure of government.

5. A two-thirds majority is normally required to ........ the constitution.

6. Constitutions ........ regimes in the eyes of other states.

7. The existence of a codified constitution ........ a hierarchy of laws.

8. The “age of constitutions” was initiated when the first written constitutions
were ........ — the US constitution in 1787 and the French declaration of the
Rights of Man and the Citizen in 1789.

9. What emerged (in Philadelphia) was a formula which ........ constitutionally all
units of the federation in such a way that exit would be constitutionally
impossible or extremely difficult.

10......... , republics have higher status as members of the Russian Federation than
do territories, regions, federal cities, autonomous regions and autonomous
areas.

11.Canada’s constitution ........ parliamentary government in a centralized
federation.

12.The Constitution of the USA ........ executive power ........ a President.

13.The power to ........ is the one that originally raised fears that the presidential

system could lapse into authoritarianism.
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IX. Use synonyms to replace the words in bold type.
1. A constitution aims to bring stability, predictability and order to the actions of
the government.
2. A rigid constitution is one that cannot be easily changed while a flexible
constitution is more easily changed.
3. Codified constitutions give supreme power to supreme or constitutional courts,
with no body having the right to override their decisions.
4. Article 16 authorizes the president to rule by emergency powers, making the
constitution inoperative for some time.
The constitution of the 5™ Republic was approved in September 1958.
The political system of France as we know it emerged as a result of a change in
the constitution: the referendum of October 26, 1962 that ratified the election
of the president of the republic by universal suffrage.
7. Some provisions of the constitutions or statutes of the 89 subjects of the
federation contradict the 1993 Russian constitution.
8. All efforts are being made by EU leaders to draw up a slimmed-down version
of the draft constitution originally signed in 2004.

e

X. Translate the following text from English into Russian.

All over the world, various association, people, states or countries have a
supreme law, or body of rules, which regulate such unit of people, the internal
structure of the country, the powers and functions of government and the rights and
duties of the people.

These rules spell out the collective aspirations of the people, its desire to
remain as one political entity, establishes the system of government, specifies
qualification to hold or vacate public offices, proclaims the rights and duties of
government , on the one hand, and guarantees the rights and freedoms of the citizens,
on the other hand.

This fundamental law, whether codified or unwritten, rigid or flexible, unitary,
federal or confederal in character, is known to be the Constitution of such unit of
people, or country.

Thus, a Constitution is an instrument of government made by the people,
stating the formal structure of the state, laying down the duties, powers and functions
of the various institutions of government and regulating relations between them,
enumerating the rights of citizens and defining the relationship between the
individual and the state.

XI. Using the active vocabulary of Unit IV explain or define the following.
Comment on the statements giving as much information as possible.

1. The central purpose of the constitution is ......

2. A codified constitution is one which ........

3. A flexible constitution is one which ..........

4. A typical constitution consists of ...........

5. Constitution lay down the relationship ...........
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6. A Bill of rights is a constitutional document that specifies ...........
7. The preamble to the constitution contains .............

8. The main functions of the constitution include ............

9. Constitutionalism in a broad sense is .............

Talking Point
Discuss the following issues in groups of three or four. Share your ideas with the
class.
1. Can a state exist without a constitution?
2. What is the oldest constitution in the world?
3. Think of the example of an ideal constitution. What basic requirements should
such document correspond to?
4. What does the efficiency of a constitution as the main law of the land depend
on?
5. What role does a constitution play in the life of a state?

Listening |1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EeWfe2eZ CI

Why do constitutions matter?

1. Why does a Constitution have to keep the power of state under public control?
2. What problems does the speaker mention while describing an imaginary state?
3. What does it lead to if President’s power is limitless?
4. 5 common goals for the Constitution change

1) To reduce ...

2) To empower ...

3) To ensure ...

4) To give ...

5) To decentralize ...
5. What does open competition for political office mean?

Speaking

Prepare a monologue on the following topic: “Constitution as the main law of the
land: its basic principles, functions and the role it plays in the life of a country.”
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Part 2: The British Constitution

Pronunciation

Mind the pronunciation and stress of the following words.
European Community
parliamentary democracy
overthrow

a pillar

accession

impacting (adj)

the supremacy of Parliament
parliamentary sovereignty
infringed

CoNoaRrLDE

Reading
Read the text and find a reason for Britain's having an unwritten Constitution.
THE PECULIAR FEATURES OF THE BRITISH CONSTITUTION

The United Kingdom is one of six constitutional monarchies within the
European Community. That means it is a country governed by a king or queen who
accepts the advice of a Parliament. It is also a parliamentary democracy. That is, it is
a country whose government is controlled by a Parliament which has been elected by
the people. In other words, the basic system is not so different from anywhere else in
Europe. The highest positions in the government are filled by members of the directly
elected Parliament. In Britain, as in many European countries, the official head of
state, whether a monarch (as in Belgium, the Netherlands and Denmark) or a
president (as in Germany, Greece and Italy) has little real power.

However, there are features of the British system of government which make it
different from that in other countries and which are not 'modern’ at all. The most
notable of these is the question of the constitution. It has an “unwritten” one: unlike
the great majority of countries there is no single written document which sets out in
one place the fundamental laws outlining how the state works.

Britain’s “lack” of a codified Constitution can be explained by its history. In
other countries, many of which experienced revolutions or regime overthrow, it was
necessary to start with first principles, constructing new state institutions and defining
in detail their relations with each other and their citizens. By contrast, the British
Constitution evolved over a long period of time, reflecting the relative stability of the
British political development. It has never been thought vital to consolidate the pillars
of this order in Britain.

The British Constitution is supposed to be summed in eight words: what the
Queen in Parliament enacts is law. This means that Parliament, using the power of
the Crown, makes the law which no other body can challenge.
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In Britain the principles and procedures by which the country is governed and
from which people’s rights are derived come from a number of sources. Some
important documents, such as Magna Carta and the Bill of Rights proclaim the
fundamental rights and freedoms of British citizens. Statutes are laws passed by
Parliament and generally accepted as the highest form of law. They regulate many
aspects of government and wider systems, such as the running of elections, for
example. The UK’s accession the European Community Act 1972 meant that
European law became increasingly impacting on the British Constitution. Foreign
treaties which are passed as Acts of Parliament are also of constitutional importance.
As the United Kingdom uses the common law legal system, case law (or precedents)
established by judges also make up a source of the British Constitution. Other
Important unwritten sources are Constitutional Conventions which, for example,
attempt to establish lines of accountability for ministers, customs, traditions and some
important documents.

The key principles of the Constitution are its underlying features. The two most
Important ones have existed for a very long time, since the creation of Parliament.
They are identified as the twin pillars of the British Constitution and include the
supremacy of Parliament (it implies that there is no body which can declare the
activities of Parliament unconstitutional and that Parliament can in theory do
whatever it wants); the rule of law (i.e. that everyone is subject to the law). Other
important principles include a unitary state (it means that the power resides in the
centre), constitutional monarchy, EU membership and the principle that EU law takes
precedence over UK law. This appears to undermine the principle of parliamentary
sovereignty but Parliament could still withdraw from the EU by repealing the
European Community Act 1972, so in a way Parliament sovereignty is preserved.

The constitutional safeguard of the separation of powers between the
Legislature (the two Houses of Parliament), which makes laws, the Executive (the
Government), which puts laws into effect and plans policy, and the Judiciary, which
decides on cases arising out of the laws, is only theoretical.

The British Constitution is flexible as it can be amended by a simple act of
Parliament. On the one hand, it makes it responsive to political and social changes
especially since many political principles are conventions. However, the absence of
entrenchment means that in theory far-reaching changes could be made without
significant popular support.

An unwritten Constitution creates two other problems. First, it makes it
difficult to assess what the actual state of the Constitution is. Second, it suggests that
it is easier to make changes to the UK Constitution than in the countries with written
ones because the latter have documents with a “higher law status” against which
ordinary status law and government action can be tested, and they are rigid.

The Labour Government under PM Tony Blair originated sweeping
constitutional reforms in the late 1990s — early-to-mid 2000s. The incorporation of
the European Convention on Human Rights made it possible for the British courts to
suspend any Act of Parliament which imperils the rights of citizens guaranteed by the
European Community law. Therefore, parliamentary sovereignty was infringed.
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Recent reforms have also decentralized the UK by giving more autonomy and
self-government to the regions of Great Britain. Devolution has challenged the
tradition of the UK being a centralized, unitary state.

Word Study

I. Translate the following words and phrases from the text from Russian into
English. Use the words in the sentences of your own.

praBJI}ITL CTpaHOﬁ, IIPpUHUMATb BO BHHUMAHHC MHCHHC IIapJIaMCHTA, H36I/IpaTI>CSI
HapoIaoM, 3Ha‘1HTeJILHBII>'I, OCHOBHBLIC  3dKOHBI, CBCPKCHHC PCKUMa IIYyTCM
rocyagapCTBCHHOI'O IICPCBOpPOTA, OCHOBBI mopsaaka, IMIPOBCIACHUC BBI60p0B,
BCTyIUICHHE (B OpTraHU3aIlMIO), MPELEICHTHOE NpaBO, aHHYJIUPOBATh, MPUHIIMIIHI,
JieXxale B OCHOBE; TMOJPhIBATh, BBIUTH (M3 OpraHu3aluu), BOCIPUHUMYHUBHIH,
BJ'IGKYHII/Iﬁ CCPBLE3HBIC IMOCICACTBUA, OLICHUBATL, IIPHUOCTAHOBUTDH I[GﬁCTBPIC 3aKOHa,
YIpoKaTh, HAPYIIATh CYBEPEHUTET, JaTh IIPABO CAMOYIIPABJICHU, [IEpeaada BIIACTH.

I1. Find synonyms in the text to the following words and word groups:
1. to run a country

2. to set forth the main laws

3. the cornerstone

4. to come from, to originate

5. influencing, essential

6. basic

7. protection

8. existing at present, current

9. to pose a threat to, to menace

10.to violate

I11. Complete the sentences with the vocabulary units from the previous
exercise.

1. One of the basic duties of the head of state is to ........ the country, defining the
basic objectives of its internal and external policy.

2. The majority of democratic principles ........ Ancient Greece.

3. The world financial crisis was extremely ........ on the economies of the EU
member states that faced a great number of economic, social and political
challenges.

4. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child aims at preventing the ........ of
the civil, political, economic and social rights of children.

5. The nuclear ambitions of North Korea ........ the stability in the region.

6. The ........ of democracy include sovereignty of the people, equality before the
law and guarantee of basic human rights.

7. As the basic law of the land, a Constitution ........ the basic principles

according to which the country ........ .
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V. Give definitions to the following political notions.

CoNORODE

constitutional monarchy
parliamentary democracy

the Crown in Parliament

an uncodified Constitution
the supremacy of Parliament
the rule of law

a unitary state

the separation of powers

the Legislative

. the Executive

. the Judiciary

. a flexible Constitution

. internal self-government
. devolution of powers

V. Give words that correspond to the following definitions (all of them denote
the sources which the British Constitution comes from):

1.
2.

3
4.

5
6.

precedents established by judges through cases
the body of practices and thoughts belonging to a particular country, people or
institutions over a relatively long period of time

. an international treaty to protect human rights and freedoms in Europe

practices which have developed over time and regulate the business of
governing

. laws passed by Parliament and formally written down

long-established habits or traditions of a society

Scanning
Complete the following sentences.

1.
2
3
4.
5

6.

The type of state system in Great Britain is usually described as .........

. One of the most peculiar features of the British Constitution is that .......
. The sources which the British Constitution derives from include ........

The key principles of the British Constitution include ........

. The constitutional safeguard of the separation of powers into three branches is

........

The problems that having an unwritten Constitution causes in Great Britain,
consistin ........

After-reading questions
Answer the following questions:
1. What does the term “constitutional monarchy” imply?
2. What is understood by parliamentary democracy?
3. What does it mean that Britain has an “unwritten” Constitution?
4. Why does Great Britain have an uncodified Constitution?
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5. What is the essence of the British Constitution?

What are the most important written sources that the British Constitution

derives from?

7. What are the basic unwritten sources of the British Constitution?

8. What are the main principles of the Constitution of Great Britain?

9. What is understood by the supremacy of Parliament?

10.How could you explain the principle of the rule of law?

11. How does the British membership in the European Union influence the British
Constitution?

12. Does the British Constitution safeguard the separation of powers into three
branches?

13. How can the Constitution of Great Britain be amended?

14. What problems can the flexibility of the Constitution cause?

15. What problems does an unwritten Constitution cause?

16.Has any attempt to conduct a constitutional reform been made by the British
government?

17. Have any traditions of the United Kingdom been jeopardized recently?

o

Speaking
Prepare a monologue on the topic: “The British Constitution as a unique feature of
the British political life”.

Part 3: The constitutional reform in Great Britain

The issue of introducing a codified Constitution is on the agenda of the British
politics. The issue is widely discussed by people in the country. The issue seems to be
ambiguous. Both proponents and opponents of introducing a codified Constitution
have arguments pro and contra.

Listening (Pre-listening guesses)

Discuss the following questions in groups of three or four. Share your ideas with
the class.

1. What are the advantages of having an uncodified Constitution in Britain?

2. What are the disadvantages of an unwritten Constitution?

I. Watch the videos of some MPs speaking about the constitutional reform.
Compare your own ideas with the opinions expressed by them.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qojCMI2sCTQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0q9lhgCyUr0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PR9rhO21gcs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sYLZbbs1-00
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qojCMl2sCTQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oq9IhgCyUr0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PR9rhO21gcs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sYLZbbs1-0o

I1. While watching the videos fill in the table.

Name For or against introducing The arguments he gives
a written Constitution to support his viewpoint

Richard Gordon

lain McLean

Bill Cash

Sir Christopher Foster

Talking Point
Discuss the following questions in pairs. Share your ideas with the group.
1. Whose point of view do you mostly agree? Give arguments to support your
ideas.
2. What other arguments for and against introducing a codified Constitution can
you think of?
3. Do you think it is necessary to conduct a constitutional reform in Great
Britain?

Writing

Write an essay on the following topic: ”The introduction of a written Constitution
in Great Britain. Arguments pro and contra.”
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Oxcana PomanoBna KepunoBasi, Hagexxna Anexkceesna I's1asynosa

THE UK IN THE MODERN WORLD: PEOPLE IN POLITICS

Yyeono-memoouueckoe nocooue
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